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ery It is hardly worth while to say to the friends , resoutces, nor by the apprehension of any interrup- 
and readers of this publication, that its chief purpose | tion to the general tranquillity. : 
is to collect and preserve official papers and statistical | Some of the causes to which this evil must be ats 
facts, and to keep up a living history of events, inte- tributed, lie without the reach of direct parliamenta~ 
resting to be known at present, but more useful for ry interposition, nor can security against the recur- 
fyture reference. For three weeks past, our pages rence of them be found, unless in the experience of 
have been exclusively given up to the insertion of the sufferings which they have occasioned. 
important papers; and an extra stieet shall speedi-) put to 9 certain portion of this evil, correctives at, 
iy be given to bring up those yet in or sete ticoet 8 It | least, if not effectual remedies, may be applied; and 
probabie, that no volume of the Recisren published | +i, majesty relies upon your wisdom to devise such 
since the conclusion of the war, is so vdluable a8) measures as may tend to protect both private and 


the current one will be to statesmen and politicians, | pybtic ifterests against the like sudden and violent 
and others interested ins knowledge of the things! quctuations, by placing on amore fitm foundation thé 
now passing. Room will soon be afforded, and a 


leurrency and circtilating crédit of the country. 
more miscellaneous appearapce be given to our! 2 : ; 
cheets. We are tired of documents, but they rtust be; His majesty continues to receive from his allies, 
‘ ngerted and generally, from all foreign princes and states, 
my fOREIGN NEWS. the strongest assurance of their friendly disposition 

Ry arrivals at Baltimore; New York and Boston, | towards his majesty. Rare. ey on his part, is 
bringing foreign papers to the 9th of March, we have | constant and unwearied in his endeavors to recon- 
the following interesting items icile conflicting interests, to recommend and culti- 

— . ce ie) —7* ' @ ’ > ry e 
Great Britain and Ireland. The distress among the ) Yate peace both in the old world and in the new. 


commercial and manufacturing classes is extreme.| His majesty commands us to inform you, that in 
is some manufacturing districts, many fafilics were | pursuance of this policy, his majesty’s mediation haa 
ina state of starvation. One society for the relicf|been successfully employed in the conclusion of 2 
of the poor, had supplied not léss than one thousand | treaty befween the crowns of Portugal and Brazil; 
applicants daily, with 2 loaf of bread and a glass of|by which thé relations of friendly intercourse, longs 
water! interrupted, between two kindred nations, havé been 

The eommon council of London has voted 1.500,| restored, and the independence of the Brazillian em- 


dnd the earl of Tarlington has given a similar sum | pire has been formally acknowledged. 
to relreve the Spitalfields weavers. 


ne « | Braet we His majesty loses no opportunity of giving effec 

Great discontent begins to prevail; incendiary | to the sthneleles of beadé and sovheellion’ cies — 
a 0 eF pyr Beye eae sae €X- ‘received the sanction of parliament and of establish» 
citing instriptions, such as—*l ade, ‘Or line tf y i 
laws°—-""No_ trade, no king’—Bread or blood,” be Syrntorigg ih veils lattarnmemaei iy 2303 
&e.&c. Serious apprehensions prevail for the pre-| ‘}yjs majesty has directed to be laid before you a 
srvation of tranquillitye ‘copy of a convention, framed on these princip'es 

At Norwich, commotions among the people took | whieh has recently been concluded between his ma- 
place onthe Istand 2ndof February, which wereliesty and the king of France; and of a similar con« 
renewed on the 13th, and became somewhat threat-|‘Vention with the free Hanseatic cities of Lubec 
ening. The reading of the riot act produced no effect.; Bremen and Hamburg. “ 

A great fall has taken place in the price of Man-| His majesty has likewise directed to be laid bes 
chester goods. The heavier fabrics for printing have | fore you a copy of atreaty of amity, commerce, and 
fallen about a third since last spting, and cambrics | navigation, concluded between his majesty and the 
and jaconets more than 20 per cent. . |republic of Colombia, the ratifications of which have 
Mr. Canving has addressed a circular to the Bri-| heen exchanged slnce the close of the last session. 
‘ish consuls, residing abroad, declaring that the trea- |For the carrying into effect some of the stipulations 
ty between Great Britain and Brazil, as concluded of this treaty his majesty will have need of your 
by sir Charles Stewart, and ratified by the Brazillian) acsictance. 
emperor, will not receive the sanction of the British His majesty regrets that he has not to annoutice to 
covernment in its present form. Mr. C. says the | you the termination of hostilities in India; but the 
treaty was concluded without orders. This treaty, ‘operations of the last campaign, through the bravery 
our readers will recollect, makes provision for a of the forees of his maiesty and of the East India 
final abolitron of the Brazillian slave trade. | | and 


. 7 ‘company, and the skill and perseverance of their 
Parliament was opened on the 2nd of February. | commanders, have been attended with uniform suc« 
The lord chancellor, owing to continued indisposi- | cegs, and his majesty trusts that a continuance of the 


‘ion, was unable to attend, and it was considered a re~| same exertions may lead, at no distant period, to an 
markable and uncommon event that neither the king | honorable and satisfactory pacification. 


n y t rce- 
wa — care te eter Pete His majesty’s attention has been directed to the 
My Lords and gentlemen: consideration of several measures, recommended in 
We are commanded by his majesty to inform you, a last a y parliament, for improving the con- 
that his majesty has seen with regret the embarrass- ition of ireland. 
ment which has occurred inf the pecuniary concerns| The industry of that part of the United Kingdom, 
of the country, since thé close of the last session of |his majesty has the satisfaction of acquainting you, is 
Parliament. ,in a course of gradual and general advancement—an 
This embarrassment did not arise from any politi- |advancement mainly to be attributed to that state of 
al events, either at home or abroad; it was not pro /tranquillity which now happily prevails throughout al! 
‘uced by any unexpected demand upon the public ‘the provinces of Ireland. 
Vous XXX, T. ! 
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Gentlemen of the house of commons. 

His majesty has directed the estimates for the year 
to be prepared and laid before you. 

They have been framed with an anxious desire to 
avoid every expenditure beyond what the necessary 
demands of the public service may require. 

His majesty has the satisfaction of informing you, 
that the produce of the revenue, in the last year, has 
fully justified the expectations entertained at the 
commencement of it. 

My lords and gentlemen. 

His majesty deeply laments the injurious effects 
which the late pecuniary crisis must have entailed 
upon many branches of the commerce and manufac- 
tures of the United Kingdom. 

But his majesty confidently believes that the tem- 
porary check which commerce and manufactures 
may at this moment experience, will, under the bles- 
sings of Divine Providence, neither impair the great 
sources of our wealth, nor impede the growth of na- 
tional prosperity. 

Many failures have occurred in London, among 
them is the house of the celebrated B. .4. Goldschmidt 
& Co. They were contractors for the Danish, Mexi- 
can, Colombian and Portuguese loans. Few failures 
that could happen would be more severely felt in 
every quarter of the globe. Their connections with 
North and South America were most extensive. In 
the early part of 1825, this house was worth a million 
anda half sterling. Mr. Goldschmidt died on the 
iSth, it was supposed in consequence of this event. 

Mr. Rothschild, Mr. S Samuel, Mr. D. Barclay, (of 
the house of Barclay, Herring & Co.) Mr. S. Guer- 
ney, and Mr. Richardson, were appointed trustees 
of the house. It was reported on the 23d, thata 
statementof the affairs of the coneern was nearly 
prepared, which was favorable; and that the con- 
cerns of the establishment would be continued by 
the three remaining partners, under the inspection 
of the greatest capitalists in the city. 

Previous to the failure of Goldschmit, the average 
fallon S. American stocks, from the prices at which 
they were issued, was 40 per gent. On the announce- 
ment of that eveat, Colombian bonds fell to 38. 49, 
and the Mexican to 50. The former had subsequent- 
ly advanced to 50, 484, and the Mexican six per 
cents, to 63,62. The amount of Goldsclmidt’s debts 

was stated to be three millions and a half sterling. 

The news of the failure of Goldschmidt produced 
a great sensation on the continent. In Amsterdam, 
it is said, six of the principal merchants stopped on 
hearing the intelligence. 

Other important failures have been announced, 
among them, some of the most extensive commer- 
ciatand banking houses in the country. 

THebank of England has agreed to assist the com- 
mercial‘interest by Joans to the amount of three mil- 
lions, on pledges of merchandise. ‘This, it was thought, 
would have the effect to improve business. 

The number of bankrupts announced in England 


per states that murders, abductions, malicious bur: - 
ings and robberies, have ceased to be matters of inte- 
rest. 

A meeting was held in London, on the 6th Feb. tc 
concert measures for bringing Cobbett into parlia- 
ment. 

Sir Walter Scott had acknowledged himself (under 
oath) the author of the Waverly novels. It is already 
kuown that the author of these novels was a large 
creditor of the house of Constable & Co. of Edin- 
burgh, which failed some time since. In proving this 
claim, sir Walter was obliged to acknowledge him- 
self the author of these works. 

France. In France every thing seems to go on 
prosperously—her agriculture is thriving; her com- 
merce and manufactures were never so flourishing, 
whilst the public revenue so far exceeds the expen- 
ditures, that, though an increased provision is to be 
made for the clergy, there is to be a reduction of 
taxes to the amount of 15 millions this year. 

The subscription for the relief of the widow and 
children of Gencral Foy, amounts to 900,000 francs 
The dauphbiness had given 2,000 franes for the re- 
lief of the sufferers by the inundation in the depart. 
mentof the Tarnard Garonne. 

The following ordonnance, issued by the king of 
France on the 8th of February, excited, im London, a 
greatsensation. By the merchants, generally, it was 
considered a hostile blow at British navigation: 
“The productions of Asia, Africa and America, 
imported from whatever country, either in British 
bottoms, or in French cr other bottoms, taken on 
board in any perts within the British European do- 
minions, cannot, from the fifth of April next ensuing, 
be admitted into France for home consumption, bu! 
solely for ware-housing and re-exportation. 

‘‘The same disposition is applicable to the produc- 
tions of the countries of Europe, with the exception 
of those of the United Kingdom and its possessions, 
when they are imported in British bottoms, arriving 
from any other port than those of the United Kiug- 
dom, or its possessions in Europe.” 

It is reported that the French have entered into: 
new engagement to continue their troops in Spain 
three years Jonger. His possible Spain may become 
a province of France. It willbe all in the Bourbon 
family. 

The best Upland cotton was selling at Havre, on 
the 10th Feb. at 244 s. duty paid, being lower than 
previous rates. 

Spain. A letter from Madrid, dated Jan. 26, says 
ihat an order has been sent to the censors of all tie 
towns where public spectacles are exhibited, to sup- 
press in every theatrical peice, the word liberty, 
wherever it may be found, as well as every other 
term of allusion to the state of affairs in 1820, The 
censors are made personally responsible for any a 
lusion of that kind, and for all applause which may 
be applicd to it. 

The death of the emperor Alexander produced 4 











the first six weeks of this year, was 514. 

A forgery, in bills, has taken place at Glasgow to 
the amount of 30,0C0l. 

Cotton. The sales at Liverpool for the 3 weeks, 
ending 25th Feb. consisted of 15,120 bales Uplands, 
at 5 $-4 to § 1-2; 1090 Orleans, 7 to 10d: 1500 Ala- 
bamas, at 6 to 8d, and 1082 Sea Islands. 

Lindlay Murray died at Holdgate, on the 18th, Feb. 
aged 81. He was a native of Pennsylvania. 

Incledon, the great vocalist, died on the 11th Feb- 
ruary. 

The duke of Wellington, had departed on his mis- 
sion to St. Petersburg, and passed through Berlin. 

Ireland is represented as being ina frightful state. 
The Roekites commit great depredations. A late Dub- 


Jin paper contains the particulars of not Jess Qian thirty | 


eulrages Committed in various districts. Another pa- 





great sensation among the Spaniards. The liberals 
had the hardihood to give their opinions on the matic 
j atthe coffee houses &c. The squadron fitted out for 
| Havanna, has found suflicient employment in pro 
tecting the coast of Spain against the Colombia! 
| cruisers! 
| dtaly. A youth aged 20, had been executed at Rome 
|for the murder of a prelate. The ancient law wé 
revived on this occassion. It provides that thos 
who murder an ecclesiastic, shali be knocked dow! 
witb a hammer, and have their throats cut. A Jette! 
says this punishment was inflicted very dexterous!s 
Abuut a dozen young men, of highly respecta!é 
families, have been arrested at Rome, suspected 4 
belonging to the carbonari. 
it is stated that provisional arrangements onl! 
j Will be made with the South American ambassadol 









- to 
lia- 


der 
ady 
irge 
din- 
this 
im- 


. On 
Om- 
jing, 
peh- 
o be 
n of 


and 
nics 
> re- 


part 


ig of 
on, a 
L Was 


rica, 
ritish 
nm on 
n do- 
ulng, 
1, Dut 


oduc- 
ption 
sions, 
riving 
King 


into a 
Spain 
pPcome 
ur bon 


re, on 
r than 


6, says 
all the 
.O sup 
liberty, 

other 
. The 
any ak 
ch may 


uced 4 
jiberals 
> matter 
out fot 
in pro 
ombial 


it Rome 
aw we 
at those 
ad dow! 
A Jetiet 
erousl’: 
pectavlé 
ected 











{s onl 
ssadors 






‘the bill ought not to pass. 


-ed to Monday. 






NILES’ REGISTER—APRIL 8, 182s—CONGRESS. V1 











~ See eageeyee 





by the pope, without making a formal recognition of 
ihe independence of those nations. 

Russia. The funeral procession, with the corpse 
of the einperor Alexander, sat out from Taganrock 
on the 7th January. 

A commission had been appointed by the emperor 
to investigate the facts relative to the late conspiracy, 
which was actively engaged in the discharge of its 
duties. 

It is also said, the conspiracy appears to have had 
extensive ramifications. Four generals of the army 
of Bessarabia, and many officers of the staff, have 
been arrested. They speak even of the dissolution 
of that army. This conspiracy is stated to have com- 
menced before the death of Alexander, and was well 
known to him. 

_ Nicholas has provisionally confirmed in their func- 
tions, all ambassadors, ministers, anc charges d’af- 
aires accredited with foreign powers. His coronas 
tion is to take place on the Istof May. 


The army of the south does not appear to have al- 
together submitted. It is said that several corps have 
vefused to take the vath to the new emperor. 

Some Russian troops have passed the Pruth with- 
out orders, and are committing hostilities against the 
Turks. 

Greece and Turkey. All the reports from the Mo- 
rea represent the affairs of the Greeks as being in a 
more favorable situation than might have been ex- 
pected from the preceding accounts. Missolonghi 
still holds out, and the Egyptians seem to have done 
nothing decisive during the last two months. The 
misunderstanding between the Turkish and Egyptian 
Pachas, as well as the severe winter, may be the 
cause of this stagnation. 

Another account states that Ibrahim Pacha has 
taken from the besieged in Missolonghi an army 
chest, with 600,000 piastres, and that that bulwark of 
Greece is reduced to the last extremity. The Turks 
appear to have been reinforced by some thousands of 
men in Moldavia and Wallachia, and have re-com- 
= their system of cruelty towards the inhabi- 
ants. 


HTayti. President Boyer, has issued a proclamation, 
making known his refusal to ratify the treaty, recently 
concluded at Paris between the Llaytien commission- 
ers and the French government. 


—— 


Nineteenth Congress—ist session. 
SENATE. 

March 31." Mr. Lloyd, from the committee on com- 
merce, made areport on the memorial of the mer- 
chants, ship-owners, and manufacturers of the city 
of Baltimore, praying that the additional duties on 
the tonnage and cargoes of British colonial vessels 
may be abolished, requesting to be discharged from 





the further consideration of the subject. 

Mr. Barton, from the committee on public lands, to! 
whom was referred the bill to authorize the president, 
of the U. States to cause the reserved lead mines to! 
be exposed to sale, reported the same without amend- | 
ment, but with the expression of their opinion, that! 


After some minor business— 


Aprils. After some minor busivess had been at- 
tended to— 

The resolution proposing an amendment to the 
constitution of the United States, as it respects the 
periods to which any person may be elected presi- 
dent of the United States, was read the third time} 
and on the question, ‘shall the resolution pass?” 

Mr. Randolph rose, and addressed the senate egainst 
its passage, until 3 o’clock. 

The question was then taken, and it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative, by ayes and nays, as fol- 
lows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Barton, Berrien, Branch, Chandler, 
Chase, Cobb, Dickerson, Findlay, Harper, Hayne, 
Hendricks, Holmes, Johnson, of Ken. kane, King, 
Lloyd, Macon, Marks, Mills, Noble, Reed, Rowan, 
Ruggles, Sandford, Smith, Fazewell, Thomas, Van 
Buren, White, Willey, Williams, Woodbury,—32. 

Nays—Messrs. Benton, Eaton, E@¢wards, Johnson, 
of Lou. Randolph, Robbins, Seymour— 7. 

Mr. Smith, from the committee on finanoe, report® 
eda bill to ascertain the value of debased foreign 
coin and depreciated currency. 

The bill further to amend the act, entitled ‘‘an act 
to regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage,” dated March 2d, 1799—was taken up, and, 
after the adoption of an amendment offered by Mr. 
Holmes, it was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

On motion, by Mr. Flayne, the senate then went in- 
to executive business; and shortly after adjourned. 

April4. After some business not important to 
mention just now— 

The segate resumed the consideration of the reso- 
lution reported by the committee on agriculture, in- 
structing the committee on finance to report a bill to 
repeal the duty on imported salt. 

Mr. Holmes moved to amend the resolution, by au- 
thorizing the committee to inquire inio the expediency 
of reporting a bill. 

This amendment was opposed by Mr. King, Mr. 
Branch, Mr. Woodbury, Mr Hayne, Mr. Randolph, and 
Mr. Macon, and supported by Mr. Holmes, Mr. Find- 
lay,Mr Lloyd, Mr. Sanford, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Chan- 
dle; and it was degermined in the affirmative, by yeas 
and nays, as follows: 

Yeas-—Messrs. Barton, Bell, Benton, Bouligny, 
Chandler, Chase, Clayton, Dickerson, Eaton, Ed- 
wards, Findlay, Harrison, Hendricks, Holmes, John- 
son, of Ky. Johnston, of Lou. Kane, Lloyd, Marks, 
Noble, Robbins, Ruggles, Sanford, Seymour, Snaith, 
Thomas, Van Buren, Willey—28. 

Nays-—Messrs. Berrien, Branch, Cobb, Uarper, 
Hayne, King, Macon, Rando!ph, Reed, Rowan, Taze- 
well, White, Williams, Woodbury,—14. 

On motion, by Mr. Beaton, the senate then wentin- 
to executive business, a 

April 5. Me. Harrison presented the petition of six 
hundred of the inhabitants of Cincinnati, Ohio, in 
favor of the passage of an uniform system of bank- 
ruptey; which was laid oa the table, and ordered to 


be printed. 


The senate then proceeded to consider, as in com- 
mittee of the whole, the bill “for removing the ex- 


| isting obstructions in the River Savannah,” 


Which being so amended as to confine the expend@i- 


On motion of Mr. Tuzewell, the senate then went! ture of the appropriation to the raising of those ves- 


into executive business, and continued io session | 
until 4 o’clock, when the doors were opened, and | 
the senate took up the resolution proposing an! 
amendment to the constitution as itrespects the pe- | 
riods to which any person may be elected president * 
of the U. States. The motion pending was “shail | 
the resolution pass.” 
But the senate adjourned without debating the sub- 

ject or coming to any conclusion upon it.—Adjourn- | 
‘ 


sels only, which were sunk by the American com- 
manders, and not the enemy, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 


Ayes 36. Nays 3. 
And, after the consideration of executive business, 


the senate adjourned. 





IOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. , 
Thursday, March 30. Mr. Newton, from the commit- 
tee on cammercec, reported a bill for improving cer- 


tain harbors be the bugiding of piers anu removal of 
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obstructions, &c. which was ordered to be printed. ; mént of the United States that the Mexican govern- 


He also made areport, from the samé committee, by 
way of resolution, as follows: 


: Resolved, ‘That it is inexpedient, at this time, to make any ap- 
rupriation for the construction of a breakwater at the mouth of 
aware bay. 


The house was occupied some time} with several 
private claims and local matters. We have not room 
to notice them. | 

On motion of Mr. Forsyth, of Georgia, the following 
resohution, offered by Mr. Campbell, of Ohio, on Tues- 
day, was taken up: 


Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to transmit to this house a copy of the instructions given by “the 





congress of the confederation, immediately after the elose of the war 
of our mdependence,” to the three commissioners “who were ap- 
pointed to negotiate treaties of omity, Navigation, and cuinmerce, | 
with afl the prine:pal powers of Europe.” 


Mc Forsyth, understanding that the information 
asked for- by the resolution of the gentleman from | 
Ohio, had been obtained without applying to the pre- 
sident, offered the following amendment, which | 
he hoped the gentleman would accept as a modifica | 
tion: 

Resolved, That the president of the United Stater be requested 
to transmit to this house a copy of Mr. Middlvton’s letter of the | 
2d July, to count Ness: lrode, communicated with the despatch of | 
the seerctary of state of the Irth of May, 1825, and of so much 
of the iustructioustrom Ure department of state,to the ministers | 
of the U. States to Suenos Ayres, Chili and Mexico, as relates toa 
proposed or eun®-mplated congress of the Spauish American stats. | 

Mr. Campbelt accepied the amendment as a modifr | 
cation of the original resolution. He was desirous to 
obtain all the information which could be given. 

Mr. Webster said he did not sufficiently understand 
the object of the resglution. He supposed that the) 
resolution, under a recent-decision of the chair, was | 
strictly in order; butas the house was taken by sur- | 
prise, he hoped the resolution would, for the pre- | 
sent, be Jaid on the table. He then moved to lay | 
the resolution an the table, but subsequently with | 
drew it. | 

After some remarks from Messrs. Forsyth, Vebster | 
and Trimble, the resolution was agreed to. 

Several resolutions were submitted which wiil ag- | 
pear in their progress. 


| at Mexico, the 28th September. 1825. 


month, and No. 


ment called upon this government to fulfil the me- 
morable pledge of the president of the United States, 
in his message to congress, of December, 1828, I 
transmit to the house a report from the secretary of 
state, with documents, containing the information de- 
sired by the resolution. Joun Quincy ADAms. 
The secretary of state, to whom has been referred, 
by the president, the resolution of the house of re- 
presentatives, of the 27th March, 1826, requesting 
him to transmit to that house certain parts of the 
correspondence between the department of state 


| and the minister of the United States at Mexico, and 


to communicate cériain information therein mention- 
ed, has the honor to report— 

That no answer was transmitted from this depart- 
ment to the letter of Mr. Poinsett, No. 22, under date 


That No..18, 
from Mr. Poinsett, underdate the 13th of the same 


22, relate to the same subject; the 
first stating the obstacle which had occurred to the 
conclusion of the commercial treaty, in tle preten- 
sion brought forward by Mexico to grant to the Ame 
rican nations of Spanish origin, special privileges 


| which were not to be enjoyed by other nations, and 
| the second narrating the arguments which were urz- 
ed for and against it, in the conferences hetween Mr. 
| Poinsett and the Mexican 
| was received on the 9th of December last, and the 
) answer of the 9th of November, 1825, from this. de 


os 


wee 


minister. That No. 


partorent to No. 18, having been prepared and trans- 
mitted, superseded the necessity, as was believed, 
of any more particular reply to No. 22. 

That extracts from the general instructions to Mr. 
Poinsett, under date the 24th March, 1825, are here- 
with reported, marked A. That the United States 
have contracted no engagement nor made any pledge 
to the governments of Mexico and South America, 
or to either of them, that the United States would 
not permit the interference of any foreign power 





_ . ._ | with the independence or form of government of 
The amendments made by the senate, in the bill) those nations: not have any instructions been issued 


for the relief of the Kentucky asylum, for the relief | authorizing any such engagement or pledge. It will 
of the deaf and dumb, were considered. be seen that the message of the late president of the 

And, after being discussed by Messrs. Little, T. P.: United States, of the 2d December, 1823, is adverted 
Moore, Whipple, Letcher, Owen and Tomlinson, were | to in the extracts now furnished from the instruc- 


agreed to—so the bill hias passed both houses. tions to Mr. Poinsett, and that he is directed to im- 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the; press its principles upon the government of the Uni- 
whole further to consider the resolutions proposing | ted Mexican States. A!l apprehensions of the dan- 
certain amendments to the constitution, Mr. Dicight | ger to whieh Mr. Monroe alludes, of an interferezice 
in the chair. Mr. Bartlett spoke two hours in favor | by the allied powers of Europe, to introduce their 
of the constitution as it now stands—and, after some | political systems into this hemisphere, have ceased. 
desultory conversation and proceedings, the commit- | If, indeed, an attempt, by furce, had been made by 
tee rose. [On the first count of the Louse, as to the | allied Europe to subvert the liberties of the southerd 


rising of the committee, it appeared that ouly 83) nations on this continent, and to erect upon the ruins 
members were in their places. | 


The following message was received from the pre- 
sident of the United States, and was ordered to be 
laid on tlie table and printed: 

To the house of representatives of the United States: 
WasHineTon, 30th March, 1526. 

In compliance with a resolution of the house, of 
the 27th inst. requesting a copy of such parts of the 
answer of the secretaty of state to Mr. Poinsett’s 
letter to Mr. Clay, dated Mexico, 28th September, 





lof their free institutions ntonarchical systems, the 


people of the United States would have stood pledy” 
ed, in the opinion of their executive, not to any fo:* 
eign state, but to themselves and to their posterity: 
by their dearest interests and highest duties to resis? 
to the utmost, such attempt; and it is to a pledge of 
that character that Mr. Poinsett alone refers, 

That extracts from a despatch of Mr. Poinsett, un 
der date the 2st Aucust, 1825, marked B. are also 





y me herewith reported, relating to the movements of the 
1$25, No. 22, as relates to the pledge of the United | French fleet in the West India seas during the last 
States therein mentioned; and also requesting me to 


} summer. That his previous letter, to which he refers 
inform the house whether the United States have, in | 5 cS 


| on the same subject, with the accompanying papers; 
any manner, made any pledge to the governments of | is accidentally mislaid, and cannot, therefore, now be 


Mexico and South America, that tne United States | communicated, which is less regretted, because the 
would not permit the interference ot any foreign | information comtained in that now reported, it is 
power with the independence or form of government presumed, will be entirely satisfactory. 


of those nations, and if so, when, in what manner, All which is respectfully submitted. 
and to what cffect; aud also, to communicate to the 


house a copy of the communicatioa from our minis- 
ter at Mexico, in which he informed the govern- | 


H. CLAY: 


DerARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, 29th March, 1826. 
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A. 

Extracts from the general instructions of Mr. Clay, 
secretary of state, to Mr. Poinsett, appointed envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to Mexi- 
«o, dated 

DepanTMENT oF State, WasnincTon, 
25th March, 1825. 

The mission on which the president wishes you, 
with all practicable despatch to depart, would at any 
time be highly important, but possesses at this moment 
apeculiar interest Livery where on this continent, 
but on the side of the United Mexican States, the 
United States are touched by the colonial territories 
of some sovereign authority fixed in Europe. You 
are the first minister actually leaving the United 
States, to reside near a sovereign power established 
and exerted on this continent, whose territories are 
conterminous with our own. You will probably be 
the first minister received by that power from any 





sovereign state, except from those which have re- 
cently sprung out of Spanish America. The United | 
Mextcan States, whether we regard their present pos- 
ture, or recal to our recoliection their ancient histo- 
ry, and for times are entitled to high consideration. 
In point of population, position, and resources, they 











must be allowed to rank among the first powers of | 
America. In contemplating the progress in them to-| 
avards civilization, which the aborigines had made at 
the epoch of the Spanish invasion, and the incidents | 
connected with the Spanish conquest which ensued, | 
min irresistible interest is excited, which is not sur- | 
passed, if it be equalled, by that which is awakened 

in perusing the early history of any other part of! 
America. But what gives, with the progident, to| 
your mission peculiar importance at this time, is, | 
that it has for its principal object, to lay for the first | 
time the foundation of an intercourse of amity, com- 
merce, navigation, and neighborhood, which ‘may ex- 
ert a powerful influence, for a long period, upan the 
prosperity of both states. 

In more particularly inviting your attention to the 
objects which should engage it on your mission, 1 
wiil, in the first place, refer you to the general instruc 
‘tions which were given by my predecessor, on the 
27th May, 1823, to Mr. Anderson, the minister of the 
United States at Colombia, of which a copy is annex- 
ed, and which are to be considered as incorporated in 
them. So fur as.they are appiicable alike to the con- 
dition of Colombia and Mexico, aod shall not be va- 
ried in this or subsequent letters, you will view them 
as forming a guide for your conduct. Jn that letter 
of the 27th May, the principles which have regulat- 
ed the course of this government, in respect to the 
contest between Spanish America and Spain, from 
its origin, are clearly stuted, explained, and vindicat- 
ed, and the basis of those upon which it is desirable 
to place the future intercourse between the United 








States and the several vovernments, which have been 
established in Spanish America, are laid down. So | 
‘that, although that®letter was intended to furnish ing | 
structions for the American minister deputed to one | 
of those governments only, it should be contemplat- | 
ed as unfolding a system of relations which itis ex- | 
pedient to establish with allof them. From that let- | 
ter, as well as from notorious public facis, it cicarly | 
appears that the people and the government of the | 
United States have alike, throughout all the stages of | 
the struggle between Spain and her former colonies, | 
cherished the warmest feelings and the strongest! 
sympathies towards the latter. That the establish- 
ment of their independence and freedom has been 
anxiously desired; that the recognition of that inde- 
pendence was made as early as it was possible, con- 
sistently with those just considerations of policy and 
aluty which this government felt itself bound to enter- 
tain towards both parties: and that, in point of fact, 





with the exception of the act of the Portuguese Bre- 


—_— -_ 





zillian government, to which it was prompted by self- 
interest, and which preceded thatof the U. States 
only a few months, this government has been the first 
to assume the responsibility and encounter the haz- 


j ard of recognizing the governments which have been 


formed out of Spanish America. If there ever were 
any grounds for imputing tardiness to the United 
States in making that recognition, as it respects other 


‘parts of what was formerly Spanish America, there 


is not the slightest pretext for such a suggestion in 
relationto Mexico. For, within a little more than a 
year after its independence was proclaimed, the Unit- 
ed States, hastened to acknowledge it. ‘They have 
never claimed, and do not now claim, any peculiar 
favor or concession to their commerce and naviga- 
tion, a5 the consideration of the liberal policy which 
they have shown towards those governments. But 
the president does confidently expect, that a priority 
of movement, om our part, which has disconcerted 
plans which the European allies were contemplating 
against the independent governments, and which has, 


no doubt, tended to acelerate similar acts of recog- 


itian by the European powers, and especially that 
of Great Britain, will form a powerful motive with 
our southern neighbors, and particularly with Mexi- 
co, for denying to the commerce and navigation of 
those European states, any favors or privileges which 
shall not be equally extended to us. 

‘You will bring to the notice of the Mexican go« 


|vernment, the message of the late president of the 


United States to their congress on the 2d December, 
1823, asserting certain important principles of inter- 
national law, in the relations of Europe and Ameri- 
ca. The first principle asserted in shat message is 
thatthe American continents are not henceforth te 
be considered as subjects for future colonization by 
any European powers. In the maintenance of that 
principle, all the independent governments of Ame- 
rica have an interest, but that of the United States 
has probably the least. Whatever foundation may 
have existed three centuries ago, or even ata later 
period, when all &his continent was under European 
subjection, for the establishment of a rule, formed on 
priority of discovery and occupation, for apportien- 
ing among the powers of Europe parts of thie conti- 
nent, none gan be now admitted as applicable to its 
present condition. There is no disposition to dis- 
turb the colonial possessions, as they may now exist, 
of any of the European powers, -but it is against the 
establishment of new European colonies upon this 
continent that the principle is directed. The coun- 
tries in which awy such new establishments might be 
attempted, are now open.to the enterprize and com- 
merce of all Americans, and the justice and proprt- 
ety cannat be recognized of arbitrarily limiting and 
circumscribing that enterprize and commerce, by the 
act of voluntavily planting a new colony, without the 
consent of Awerica, under the auspices of foreign 
powers, beloagiug to another and a distant continent. 
Europe would be indignant at any American attempt 
to plant acolony on any pant of her shores; and ber 
justice must perceive in the rule contended for, enly 
perfect reciprocity. 

The other principle asserted in the message is, that 
whilst we do not desire to interfere in Europe with 
the political system of the allied powers, and should 
regard as dangerous to our peace and safety any.at- 
tempt on their part to extend their system to any por- 
tion of this hemisphere. The political systems of 
the two continents are essentially different. Each 
has an exclusive right to judge for itself, what is best 
suited to its own condition and most kkely to pro- 
mote its happiness-—but neither has a rightto enforce 
upon the other the establishment of its pecukar sys- 
tem. 

This principle was declared in the face of the 
werld ata moment when there.was reason to appre, 





9.4 


NILES’ REGISTER—APRIL 8, 182e—CONGRESS, 





———-— ee a a a i ee = -_-— — 





hend that the allied powers were entertaining de- 
signs inimical to the freedom, if not the independence 
of the new governments. There ts ground for be- 
lieving that the declaration of it had considerable 
effect in preventing the maturity, if not in producing 
the abandonment of all such designs. Both princi- 
ples were laid down, after much and anxivus deli- 
beration on the part of the late administration. The 
president, who then formed a partof it, continues en- 
tirely to coincide in both. And you will urge upon 
the governmentof Mexico the utility and expediency 
of asserting the same principle on all proper occa- 
sions. 
B. 
Extracis of a letter from Mr. Poinsett to Wr. Clay, dated 
Mexico, Aug. 21, 1825, 

The correspondence respecting the reported 
movements of the French fleet in the West India 
seas, which accompanied my last letter, was atten- 
ded with circumstances which I had not then time to 
communicate. 

The intelligence was received on the 15th instant, 
by the secretary of state. Ou the morning of the| 
i6th, he called upon the charge des affaires of his’ 
tritannie majesty, and showed him the letters froim | 
the agent of this governnvent at Jamaica. Mr. Ward! 
came immediately to me, to consult what was to be | 
done, and expressed a wish that we should act in| 
concert. As thad not seen the secretary, nor the | 
letters to which he alluded, I could only reply that 1) 
was perfectly willing todo so, provided this govern- 

ment, in their communications with us, placed both | 
our governments on precisely the same footing. 


ot 
74 S57 





He | 
me 5 to ihe palace, and saw the secre-! 
tary of state, to whom he explained his desire that! 
the notes to be addressed to as should be verba- 
jim et liferatim the same. Late in the afternoon, the 
secretary called on me, and exhibited the letters he 


ses adiantets 
‘ . et, 24s 


gee me 





towards those countries, did not confer upon this 
government the privilege of demanding our inter- 
ference as a right. He expressed his readiness to 
alter the phraseology of the note, and it was done. 
The note to his Britannic majesty’s charge des af- 
faires was afterwards altered in the same terms, and. 
the substance of our answers corresponded. 

A motion was made by Mr. Herrick, of Maine, that 
3000 extra copies be printed—ayes 59, noes 41. 
There being no quorum. 

On motion cf Mr. Vance, the house adjourned. 

Friday, March $1. Many reports were received 
from the different committees. 

Mr. Bartlett,of N. H_ offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on naval affairs be instructed 


to inquire into the expediency of discontinuing the establishment 
of the wavy yard and uaval station at Philadelphia. 


Mr. Bartlett stated, in explanation of the object of 
his resolution, that the navy yard at Philadelphia 
had been taxed by the local authorities; that the com- 
manding ollicer had resisted the payment of the tax, 
until his personal property had been placed in dan- 


| ger, and that he had then made payment of about 


seven hundred dollars. He represented that this 
power of taxation had not been exercised at any for. 
mer period, nor in any other place. He was of opin- 
ion, that the easiest remedy would be to remove the 
navy station, which, he believed, it was not necessa~ 
ry to retain at Philadelphia. This, in his opinion, 
would be better than to enter into a contest with the 
great state of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Buchanan, of Pennsylvania, made some re- 


;marks in repiy. He did not suspect that such a re- 


solution would have been offered. He wished time 
to reflect and examine it before it was adopted, and, 
with this view, moved to Jay the resolution on the ta-. 
ble, but afterwards withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Bartlett explained. ! 

Mr. Buchanan asked if the strong arm of the gene- 


hat received from Jamatea, and which induced him! ral government was not sufficient to vindicate its 
to believe that France entertained hostile intentions | rishts? Was it not sufficiently powerful to redress 
aeainst this country. In this conversation I assured | its wrongs. and to punish the local authorities if they 
him of the friendly disposition of the United States; tranerressed the law? Why should such a measure 
and that they would not view with indifference the | as this be proposed to the house? In relation to the 
acenpation of the istand of Cuba by France, espe- | yard itseJf, the ships there are better than they are 


cially if it were the result of any hostile views towards | at any other yard; and are we to remove the station 
Mexico; hut at the same time, hinted that the impru- | because of this little bickering? 


»w? . “I . ‘ ! : 
een! conduet of some of their commanacers might | After some further remarks from Messrs. Sprague, 


have induced Spain to cede that island to the French,! Yurtz and Storrs, the resolution was modified to 
rather than have it wrested from her, in the manner | read as follows, and laid upon the table: 
proposed by Santa Ana,of which they were fully aware “That the secretary of the department of the navy 
Vien Me Ward was informed that the secretary | be directed to communicate to this house any infor- 
had said yothing tome of his interview with him, nor{ mation which exists in that department, which may 
ef bis istention to make the notes te be addressed to! show whether taxes have been imposed or paid at the 
us i this subject, similar, he waited on the presi- | navy yard at the city of Philadelphia.” } 
den, avd reiterated his request. The president, after| Considerable progress was made in several bills. 
assiving him that.this should be done, declared that} The house then took up the motion of Mr. Herrick, 
we himself was ignorant of the arrival of this import-| made yesterday, for printing 3,000 extra copies of 
ant intelligence, until he saw it published in the Sol.! the message and documents laid yesterday before the- 
On the ensuing Gay, notes couched in exactly the! house. 


same words, were recetved both by Mr. Ward and | Which, after being opposed by Mr. Forsyth, was 
myself foojected to the language, and wanted oe) agreed to. si 

Me. Aiaman to state my objections. The original) (Two messages from the president, and communi- 
notes, alter stating that we had declared, in the most! cations from the secretaries of the treasury and of 
so'crananauner, that we would never consent that) the navy were received—not immediately important 
any tind powee should interpose in the question be-| to publish, but which shall have places at length, es- 
tyeen Spain and her former colonies, and that the | pecially the letter from the secretary of the treasury, 
condnot of Prance, on this occasion, is certainly an{ with the statements of the commerce of the United 
lmaerposition, which, however cloaked, is not the| States during the year ending 30th Sept. 1825. 

jess inexensadle, goes on to say, “the president,| From these statements, it appears that the imports 
theretore, instructed me to inform your excellency of | during the year ending on 30th September, 1825, have 
these important occurrences, so that by bringing) amounted to 96,340 075 dollars, of which amount, 


them to the notice of your government, it may de- 
mand of his most Catholic mujesty such explanations 
as the same requires.” 
[ told the secretary that the declaration of the pre- 
-sident, and the known friendly disposition of the 





government, and of the people of the United States 


$91,902,512 were imported in American vessels, and 
$4,437,563 in foreign vessels: that the exports have 
during the same period ,amounted to $99,535,388, ot 
which, $66,944,745 were domestic, and $32, 590,643 
were foureign articles; that of the domestic articles, 
$58,316,095 was exported in American vessels, and 
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13,628,650 in foreign vessels; and of the foreign arti- 

cles, $30,483,654 were exported in American vessels, 
and $2,106,989 in foreign vessels—That 880,754 tons 
of American shipping entered, and 960,366 cleared 
from the ports of the United States, and that 92,927 
tons of foreign shipping entered, and 95,080 cleared 
from the ports of the United States, during the said 
period. : 

Extract from the summary, No. 5, of the value of 
the exports of the growth, produce, and manu- 
facture of the United States, during the year end- 
ing on the 30th Sept. 1825: 

Value of exports, the product of the sea, $1,595,065 

of the forest, 4,939,949 

of agriculture, 54,237,751 

of manufactures, 3,169,115 

Domestic articles not specifically distin- 
guished in the collector’s returns, viz: 

~ Manufactures, 

Kaw produce, 





2,560,682 
444,261 








$66,944,745 

By which it appears that the value of domestic 

manufactured articles exported during the last fiscal] 
year, amounted to $5,729,797. 


Extract from the summary, No. 6, of the value of; 


exports of the growth, produce and manufacture 

of foreign countries during the year ending the 
30th September, 1825: 

Value of merchandise, free of duty, $9,885,840 

paying duties ad valorem, = 12,554,408 

paying specific rates duties, 10,150,395 





$32,590,643 





Value of domestic articles exported, $66,944,745 | 


Do. foreign do. 32,590,643 





499 535,388 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole on the resolutions to amend the constitution 
of the United States. Mr. McDuffie spoke nearly 
four hours in favor of the resolutions. After a few 
words from Mr. Evereit, the committee rose, on the 
motion of Mr. Trimble, and the house adjourned. 

Saturday, April 1. Mr. Bartlett moved to amend the 
resolution, offered yesterday, by adding the following 
words: 

‘And also, what measures, if any, have been taken 
to obtain, from the state of Pennsylvania, a cession 
of jurisdiction over the grounds now occupied by the 
United States at that place.” 

The amendment was agreed to, and the resolution 
as modified, was adopted. 

Some other matters being attended to, the resolu- 
tions to amend the cons‘:'ution, with the proposed 
amendment of Mr. Cook, were taken up. Mr. Trin- 
ble replied at length to Mr. McDuffie, and was follow- 
ed by Mr. Vance, of Ohio. Many gentiemen made a 
few remarks, on different points which grew up out 
of the debate. After much controversy, the commit- 
tee rose. ft was the resolution of the majority to 
close the discussion—this was forced by a call for 
the previous question, which was sustained—yeas 
123, nays 64:—when— 

Mr. McDuffie moved to take the vote on the reso- 
lutions separately, which was ordered accordingly. 

The question was taken, by ayes and noes on the 
first resolution: * 


_—— 


*This resolution provides for an inquiry as to the 
propriety of taking the ultimate power of electing a 
president of the United States from the house of re- 
presentatives, and for recommending a plan to ac- 
complish it. From the temper of the house, and 
the various opinions presented among those who are 
favorable to the principle, involved, it is not probable 





Yeas—Messrs. Adams, of New York, Addams, of 
Pennsylvania, Alexander, of Virginia, Alexander, of 
Tennessee, Allen, of Tenn. Alston, Anderson, Angel, 
Armstrong, Ashley, Bailey, Badger, Barbcur, of Vir- 
ginia, Barney, Bassett, Baylies, Blair, Boone, Brent, 
suchanan, Buckner, Cambreleng, Campbell, Carson, 
Carter, Cary, Casseday, Claiborne, Cocke, Conner, 
Cook, Crump, Davenport, Deitz, Drayton, Edwards, 
of Pennsylvania, Edwards, of North Carolina, Estill, 
Findlay, of Pennsylvania, Findlay, of Ohio, Fosdick, 
Garnsey, Garrison, Gist, Govan, Gurley, Hallock, 
Hamilton, Harris, Hayden, Haynes, Henry, Hines, 
Hoifman, Holmes, Houston, Hugunin, Humphrey, Ing- 
ham, Isacks, Jennings, of Indiana, Johnson, of Va. 
James Johnson, Franc. Johnson, Kellogg, Kerr, Kre- 
mer, Lawrence, Lecompt, Letcher, Lincoln, Litile, 
Livingston, Long, Mangum, Marable, Markell, Mark, 
ley, Martindale, Marvin, of N. York, McCoy, McDuf- 
fie, McKean, McLean, of Ohio, MeManus, McNeill, 
Mercer, Merriwether, Metcalfe, Miller, of N. York- 
James S. Mitchell, Mitchell, of Maryland, Mitchell, 
of Tennessee, Moore, of ken., Moore, of Alabama, 
Orr, Owen, Peter, Plumer, Polk, Porter, Powell, 
Rives, Rose, Ross, Saunders, Sawyer, Scott, Smith, 
Stevenson, of Penn. Stevenson, of Virginia, Stewart, 





Taliaferro, Tattnall, Taylor, of Va. Test, Tompson, 
'of Pennsylvania, Thompson, of Georgia, Thompson, 
of Ohio, Trezvant, Trimble, Tucker, of S. Caroli- 
na, Verplank, Ward, Weems, Whittemore, Wickliffe, 
Williams, James Wilson, Henry Wilson, Wilson, of 
South Carolina, Wilson, of Ohio, Wolf, Woods, of 
Ohio,Worthington, Wurtz, Young—138. 

Naxys—Messrs. Al'en, of Mass. Baldwin, Bartlett, 
Bartley, Barber, of Connecticut, Beecher, Bradley, 
Brown, Bryan, Clarke, Condict, Crowninshield, Da- 
vis, Dwight, Eastman, Everett, Forsyth, Hasbrouck, 
Healey, llerrick, logersoll, Kidder, Locke, Mallary, 
Mattocks, McLean, of Delaware, Merwin, of Con- 
necticut, Miner, Newton, O’Brien, Pearce, Phelps, 
Reed, Sands, Sloane, Sprague, Storrs, Strong, Swan, 
Thompson, Tucker, of New Jersey, Van Rensselaer, 
Vance, Varnum, Vinton, Webster, Whipple, White, 
Whittlesey, Wood, Wales, of N. York, Wright—52. 

On motion of Mr. Little, of Md. the ayes and noes 
were then ordered on the second resolution. 

The question was then taken on the second reso- 


| lution, which provides for an uniform district system, 


by ayes and noes. 
Yeas.—Messrs- Adams of N. Y. Alexander of 








Tenn. Allen of Tenn. Alston, Andorson, Angel, Arm- 
strong, Ashley, Bailey, Badger, Barbour of Va. Bar- 
ney, Baylies, Blair, Bryan, Cambreleng, Campbell, 
Carson, Caiter, Claiborne, Cocke, Conner, Deitz, 
Edwards of N. Carolina, Estill, Findlay of Obio, Fos- 
dick, Garnsey, Garrison, Govan, Hallock, Hamilton, 
Harris, Hasbrouck, Hayden, Henry, Hines, Hoffman, 
Holmes, Houston, Hugunin, Humphrey, Ingham, 
Isacks, Johnson of Virginia, James Johnson, Franc. 
Johnson, Kellogg, Kerr, Kremer, Lecompte, Lincoln, 
Little, Livingston, Long, Mangum, Marable, Markell, 
Martindale, Marvin of N. York, McDuffie, McKee, 
McManus, McNeil, Mercer, Miller of N. Y¥. Mitch- 
ellof Md. Mitchell of Tenn. Moore of Ky. Moore of 
Ala. Owen, Peter, Plumer, Polk, Porter, Powell, Reed, 
Rose, Ross, Saunders, Sawyer, Scott, Smith, Ver- 
planck, Ward, Webster, Weems, White, Whittemore, 
Wickliife, Williams, Worthington,—$t. 

| Nays.—Messrs. Addams, of Pa. Alexander, of Va: 
Allen, of Mass. Baldwin, Bartlett, Bartley, Barber, of 
Conn. Bassett, Beecher, Boone, Bradley, Brent, 
Brown, Buchanan, Buckner, Cassedy, Clark, Condict, 
Cook, Crowninshield, Crump, Davis, Davenport, 
Drayton, Dwight, Eastman, Edwards, of Pa. Everett, 





—_— 





that any thing will be done, even if the committee 
should agree on the subject, which is doubtful. The 





committee is to consist of 24 members. 


Se re mos. 


aa = Al +, 





<n whe 


OOP OS ere ge og 
ee 


= 
ma] 


nines cepnaragent ast 


: iy tata a 
alae REN . 


nt: peeing — seme oy 





| 





96 NILES’ REGISTER—APRIL 8, 1826—CONGRESS. 


ae ere yy 








Findiay, Pa. Forsyth, Gist, Gurley, Harvey, Haynes, 
Hesiy, Hemphill, Herrick, logersoi!, Jennings,of Jud. 
Kidder, Lathrop, Lawrence, Letchér, Locke, Malla- 
ry, Markley, Mattocks, McCoy, McLean, McLane, of 
Del McLean, of Ohio, Merriwether, Merwin, of 
Con., Metcalf, Miner, James, S. Mitchell, Newton, 
O’Brien, Orr, Pearce, Phelps, Rives, Sands, Sloane, 
Sprague, Stevenson, of Pa. Stevenson, of Virginia, 
Stewart, Storrs, Strong, Swan, Taliaferro, Tattnall, 
Taylor, of Va. Test, Thompson, of Peun. Thompson, 
of Georgia, Thompson, of Ohio, Tomlinson, Trez- 
vant, Trimble, Tucker, of N. Jersey, Tucker, of S. 
Carolina, Van Rensselaer, Vance, Varnum, Vinton, 
Wales, Whipple, Whittlesey, James Wilson, Henry 
Wilson; Wilson, of South Carolina, Wilson, of Ohio, 
Wolf, Wood, of New York, Woods, of Ohio, Wright, 
Wurtz, Young—101. 

The third resolution, which provides for the ap- 
pointment of a select committee, was then put and 
carried.—Ayes 113. ag 

Monday, 4pru 3. Among the petitions presented 
this moriimg, was a memorial from the central com- 
mittee of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal conventon, 
praying that the United States will take stock in the 
‘said canal. 

Mr: Mercer moved that it should be referred toa 
select committee: This produced a lively debate, 
in which the general merits and practicability of the 
proposed canalwere incidentally touched. The speak- 
ers were Messrs. Mercer, Forsyth, Powell, Stewart, Bar- 
ney, Hoffman, Brent and Hemphill—when the question 
was taken, and the motion to refer the memorial toa 
select committee was negatived, ayes 49, noes74. It 
was then referred to the committee on roads and ca- 
nals. : . 

The following resolution, offered on Saturday by 
Mr Isacks, of Tennessee, was taken up: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States he requested 
to communicate to this house copics of the public addresses, deli- 
vered by the ministers of the United Staces to the king of Spain, 
since the year 1318; also such correspondence as may have oc- 
curved between the ministers of the United States, and any of the 
gndepende ut governments of Spanish America, relauing to either of 
said addresses; or any communications from any of our minsters 
gt such governmcais to our Sovernment, in rclatiun thereto, 

, Mr. £ 

resolution. Mr. Forsyth proposed to include all other 

addresses. Mr. Webster said that this was‘a small 
ursuit, and movéd that the resolution should be 
aid on the table—which it was, 75 to 57. 

Certain propositions to amend the constitution 
were made by Messrs. Livingston and Stevenson, of 
Virginia. [We shall record them hereafter. | 


The proceedings of Saturday were so amonded, 
ing a plan totake the election of president outof the 
the various resolutions submitted to amend the con- 


stitution. ; : 
A message was received from the president, cover- 


ing statements of the expenditures on account of in- | 


ternal improvements and surveys, in the years 1824 
and 1825. [We shall insert this paper at length 
The expenditure for internal improvements was 
$273,933 28, and for surveys $109,785 75.) 


The house then resolved itself into committee of | 


the whole on the state of the union, Mr. Stevenson, of 
Virginia, in the chair. 


On motion of Mr. Crowninshicld, the committec 
then took up the consideration of the report of the 
committee on foreign relations, relative to a mis- 
gion to Panama. 

The resolution reported by the committce of fo- 
reign affairs, is as follows: 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of the house, it is expedient to 


approajate the funds necessary to enable the president of the 
United States to scud oijuisters to the congres of Panama. 


' To whict Mr. McLane, moved the following amend- 
mont, to be added to the resolution: 


sacks made a few remarks in support of his | 


“it being understood as the opinion of this house, 
that, as it has always been the settled policy of this 
government in extending our commercial relations, 
to have with them as little politi¢al connection as 
possible, to preserve peace, commerce, and friend- 
ship with all nations, and to form entangling alliances 
with none; the ministers who may be sent shal! at- 
tend at the said congress in a diplomatic character 
merely; and shall not be authorized to discuss, con- 
sider, or consult upon any proposition of alliance, 
offensive or defensive, between this country and any 
of the Spanish American governments, or any stipu- 
lation, compact, or declaration, binding the United 
States, in any way, or to any extent, to resist inter- 
ference from abroad, with the domestic concerns of 
the aforesaid governments; or any measure which 
shall commit the present or future neutral rights or 
duties of these United States, either as may regardEu- 
ropean nations, or between the several states of 
Mexico and South America.” 

Aftera little conversation between Messrs. Crown- 
inshield, Webster, Forsyth, and McLane, in which Mr. 
Forsyth expressed his wish to offer an amendment to 
be printed at the same time, but which was overrui- 
ed until the subject should be before the house, the 
committee rose, and the amendment offered by Mr. 
McLane was ordered to be printed; as also, was the 
| following amendment offered by Mr. Forsyth. 

Strike out all after the words, “Resolved,” and in- 
sert, 


“That, in the opinion of this house, it is expedient 
to make an appropriation to enable the president to 
send ministers to be present at, but not to become 
members of the congress of the American states at 
Panama: it being distinctly understood that the said 
ministers are to be authorized merely to express to 
that congress, the deep interest of this country in 
the security and prosperity of the other American 
States; to explain, if requested, the principles which 
govern the United States, in their political and com- 
mercial intercourse with all foreign nations; to re- 
ceive and remit to their own government any propo- 
sition that the whole, or any ong of the powers repre- 
sented in the congress, may think proper to offer, for 
the consideration of the government of the United 
States,” © 

The house having resolved itself into a committce 
of the whole, and on the motion of Mr. Thompson 





the bill to erect a penitentiary in the District of Co- 
}lumbia was taken up. 
60,000, and 10,000 were also allowed for the jail a; 
that the committee, raised for the purpose of suggest- | Alexandria. 


| dor a third reading. © 


house of representatives, should have charge of all | 


The blank was filled up with 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed 


The other business attended to will appear in its 


| progress. 


The following is a list of the select committee of 
|twenty-four, on the resolutions in relation to the a- 
mendment of the constilution, which has been ap- 
|pointed by the speaker of the house of representa- 

tives, since our last:—Messrs. McDuffie, Lincoln 
Bartlett, Bailey, Pierce, Ingersoll, Mattocits, Hoffmau, 
Cassedy, Markley, McLane of Delaware, Little, Ste- 
'venson of Ya. Saunders, Tattnall, Campbell, Test, 
Cook, Trimble, Polk, Scott, Owen, McKee, Brent. 


Tuesday, 4prit 4. Many local or private matters 
| were attended to, and will be sufficiently mentioned 


|in their progress. 

Mr. .4dams, of N. Y. reported a bill for the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Alleghany rive: 
| which was ordered to be printed, &c. 
| The house then resumed the consideration of the 

following resolution, offered by Mr. Mereer, of Va 
and which was not disposed of yesterday: 
| Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 





{ 


|rected to communicate to this house such portion of 
ithe proceedings of the Ynited States’ commissioners 
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in Florida, appointed to settle the claims of Spanish! sympathy and friendship, and could not view with in- 
subjects, as relates to the rights of certain persons difference, the hostile interposition of any European 
therein named, to the cargoes of the slave vessels | power against their independence; yet they deem it 
Constitution, Louisa and Marino; and that be also} inexpedient to depart from the long settled policy of 
communicate the amount of the several sums of | this*country, by entering into any alliance, offensive 
money, if any, paid to the said claimants, respective- | or defensive. with any nation, by which the people of 
ly, the dates of the payment, and the authority under | the United Stases would deprive themselves of the 
which they have been made. power freely to act, in any crisis, in such a manner 

The resolution, upon discussion, was agreed to. | as their own honor and policy may, at the same time, 

Mr. Drayton, of S. C. offered the following reso- | dictate. 
jution, which was committed to the select commit- Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, then expressed his de- 
tee of 24, on the amendment of the constitution, and | sire to addres the committee; when, on motion of 
ordered to be printed: Mr. Livingston, of Louisiana, the committee rose. 

Resolved, That the constitution be so amended, that; On motion of Mr. Buchanan, the resolution offered 
if no candidate for the presidency of the United States | by him in committee, was ordered to be printed. 
shall receive a majority of the whole number of votes The house then adjourned. 
jn the primary colleges of electors, that the candi- Wednesday, .2pril 5. After the delivery of reports-— 
dates having the two highest numbers on the list,} On motion of Mr. Davis, of Mass. it was 
shall again be voted forin the same manneras atthe} Resolved, that the committee on military pensions 
first ballot; the votes of the second ballot to be count-| be instructed to inquire and determine concerning 
ed by states; and that the election for the vice-presi- | the expediency and justice of placing within the pro- 
dency of the United States shall, under the same cir-| vistons of an act made and passed on the 18th of 
cumstances, mutatis mutandis, be conducted in the} March, 1818, entitled ‘‘An act to provide for certain 
saine manner, and be regulated by the same princi-} persons engaged in the land and naval service of the 
ples. United States, in the revolutionary war,” and an act 

Resolved, That no one, who was an elector of pre-| in addition thereunto, made asd passed the first day 
aideut and vice president, in the primary colleges, | of May, 1820, ail such persons as, in said war, sery- 
shall be eligible as an ejcctor, in the second election. | ed against the common enemy, during the term of 

A joint resolution from the senate, proposing a2/ nine months or upwards. 
amendment to the constitution of the United States, A bill from the senate, “to authorize the state of 
as it respects the periods to which any person may | Pennsylvania to lay out and make a canal through the 
be elected president of the United States, was read| United States public ground, near the city of Pitts- 
twice and committed to the committee of the whole,| burg,’ was read a third time, passed, and returned 
oh the state of the union—ayes 62, noes 59. to the senate. 

An act to provide for the erection ofa penitentiary! The house then, on motion of Mr. Webster, went 
jn the District of Columbia, and for other purposes, | into a committee ef the whole on the state of the 
was read 2 third time and passed—ayes 89, noes 29.| union, Mr. Stevenson, of Va. in the chair, on the re- 

An act regulating the accountability for. clothing| portof the committee of foreign relations on the 
and equipage, issued to the army of the United States, | mission to Panama, together with the amendment to 
and for the better organization of the quarter mas-|the resolution of the committee offered by Mr. 
ter’s departinent, was read a third time and passed. | WcLane. 

On motion of Mr. Crowninshield, of Mass. the house Mr. Wickliffe. of Kentucky, delivered his seuti- 
resolved itself into a committee of the whole, on the) ments in support of Mr. cLane’s amendment. 
state of the union, Mr. .2. Stevenson, of Virginia, in | Mr. Wood, of N. Y. then spoke in opposition to the 
the chair. | amendment, and in favor of the original resolution. 

The committee then took up the consideration of| Mr. Carson, of N. C. advocated the amendment of 
the report of the committee on foreign relations, on) Mr. McLane, but gave notice that he should vote 
the subject of a mission to Panama. | against the mission. 

The resolution and amendment, moved by Mr. | Mr. Rives, of Virginia, then moved to amend Mr. 
McLane, of Delaware, were then read. | McLane’s amendment, by inserting the foliowing, 

Mr. McLane then modified his amendment by in-/| after the words ‘aforesaid governments,” where 
troducing, in the 3rd line, the words, **with foreign | those words occur: : 
nations;” after the words, “commercial relations;’ | 
and by adding, at the end, the following words: 

“Leaving the United States free to adopt, in any 
event which may happen, affecting the relations of 




















“Orany compact or engagement by which the U. 
| States shall be pledged to the Spanish American states 
.j tomaintain, by force, the principle that no part of 


ew . the American continent is henceforward subject to 
the Spanish American governments with each other, | gojonization by any European power.” 
or with foreign nations, such measures as the friend- : 
ly disposition, cherished by the American people to- Mr, R. expressed an intention to address the com. 
Wards the people of those states, and the honor and mittee in support of this amendment, but, in the mean 
interestof this nation, may dictate.” while, moved that the commiuttee rise, 

Mr. McLane then spoke, ut some length, on the} 1 he motion prevailed—aycs 94—and then thre com- 
general policy of the government of the U. States, | M!Itee rose. ; . 
and the particular measure of sending ministers to On motion of Mr. Rives, his amendment was or- 
Panama, to which he assented, provided the instruc- dered to be printed, as was also, the amendment of 
tions, given to those ministers, were in conformity | Mr. McLane as modified. 


with his amendment. A message was received from the president of the 
Mr. Webster then said a few words, principally in| U. States transmitting a report from the secretary of 
reply to Mr. WWclane, reserving himself on the gene-| state, together with the documents required by a re- 
rai subject until a future stage of the debate. solution of the house, of the 50th ult.; and also a copy 
Mr. Powell, of Virginia, succeeded Mr. Webster, | of the letter from the secretary of state to Mr. Pom- 
and spoke for about three quarters of an hour in| sett, acknowledging the receipt of his despatch No, 
favor of the mission. 21, accidentally overlooked, in the answer to the re- 
_ Mr. Buchanan, of Pa. then read a resolution which | solution of the house, of the 27th ult. 
he proposed as an amendment: The message and dociiments were ordered to lie 
* Resolved, That whilst this house,regard the repub-| on the taule and be printed, and then the house ad- 
lics of this continent with the warmest feelinge of} journed, 
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THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 

Nothing of immediate interest transpired either in 
the senate or house of representatives. The house 
again considered the resolution in regard to the mis- 
sion to Panama, and after being addressed by Messrs. 
Brent, of Louisiana, and Buckner, of Kentucky, in fa- 
vor of the mission; and by Messrs. Rives, of Virginia, 
and Hamilton, of South Carolina, against it, the com- 
mittee rose, and the house adjourned. 








Panama Mission. 


‘The executive proceedings of the senate of the United States, on 
the sulject of the mission to the congress at Panama, together 
with the messages and documents relating thereto. 

IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Monday, December 6, 1825. 
The following message was received from the president of the 
Duited Stetes, by John Adams, Jr. 
‘To the senate of the United States; 
Washingten, 26th December, 1825. 


In the message to both houses of congress, at the commence: | 


ment of the session, it was mentioned that the governments of the 
republics of Colombia, of Mexico and of Central America, had seve 
raily invited the government of the United States to be represent- 
ed atthe congress of American nations, to be assembled at Pana 
ma, to deliberate upon objects of peculiar concernment to this 
hemisphere, and that this invitation had been accepted. 

Although this measure was deemed to be within the constitution 
2l competency of the executive, I have not thought proper to take 
aby step in it before ascertaining that my opinion of its expedi- 
eucy will eonene with that of both bravehes of the legislature: 
first, by the decision of the senate upon the nominations to be laid 
before them; and, secondly, by the sanction ef both houses to the 
appropriations, without which it cannot be carried into effect. 

A report from the secretary of state, and copies of the corres- 
pondence with the South American governments, on this subject, 
since the invitation given by them, are herewith transmitted to the 
senate. They will disclose the objects of importance which are 
‘expected to form a subject of discussion at this Mecting,in which 
mterests of high importance to this union are involved. It will 
be seen that the United States neither intend, Nor are expected to 
take part in any deliberations of a belligerant character; that the 
motive of their attendance is neither to contract alliances, ner to 
engage in any undertaking or project importing hostility to any 
other nation. 

Butthe Southern American nations, in the infancy of their in- 
dependence, often find thems:lves in positions, with reference fo 
other countries, with the principles applicable to which. derivable 
from the state of independence itself, they have not been familiariz- 
et by experience. The result of this has been, that, sometimes, 


jn their intercourse with the United States, they have manifested 
° } 


dispositions to reserve a right of granting special favors and pri- 
vb ges to the Spanish nation as the price of their recognition; at 
ethers. they haveactnally established duties and impositions ope- 
euing unfavorably to the United States, tothe advantage of other 
European powers; and sometimes they have appeared to consider 
thee thoy might interchange, among themselves, Mutual conces- 
sions of exclusive favor, to which neither European powers nor 
the United States should be admitted. In most of these cases, 
tuir regalations, unfaverable to us, have yielded to friendly ex- 
postulation and remonstrance; but it is believed to be of infinite 
moment, that the principles of a liberal commereial intercourse 
should be exhibited tothem, and urged, with disinterested and 


friendly persnasion npon them, when all assembled for the avow- | 


oe! purpose of concsubting together upon the establishment of such 
piiveiples as may have av important Learing upon their future 
welfare. 


the consentaneone adontion of principles of maritime neu- | 


trality, and favorable to the navigation of peace and commerce, in 
time of war, will also form a subject of consideration to this con- 
gress. ‘Phe doctrine that free ships make free goods, and the re- 
atrictions of reason opon the extent of blockades, may be estab- 
lished, by ceneral agreement, with far more ease, aud perhaps 
with less danger, by the general engagement to adhere to them, 
concerted at such a meeting, than by partial treaties or conven- 


tions with each of the nations separately. Anagreement between | 


all the parties represented at the meeting. that each will guard, 
hy its own means, against the establishment of any furure Enro- 
pean colony within its borders, may be found advisable. ‘This was, 
snore than two years since, annuunced by my predecessor to the 
work’, at a prineipke resulting from the emancipation of bath 
the Ameriean continents. It may be so developed tv the new 
south ru nations, that they will alifeel itas an essential appendage 
tu their independence, 

There is yet another subject, upon which, without entering into 
any treaty, the moral influence of the United States may. perheps, 
be exerted with beneficial consequences at such a meeting—the 
advancement of religious liberty. Some of the southern nations 
are, even yet, so far under the dominion of prejudice, that they 
have incorporated, with their political constitutions, an exclusive 
ehurch, without tokratiorof any other than the dominant sect, 
The alaudonment of this last badge of religious bigotry and op- 


Pression may be. pressed more effectually by the united excretions | 


ef these who concur in the principles of freedom of conscience, 


npou those who are yet to be convinced of their justice and wis. | 
com, than by the setitary effucts of qa minister to any one of the | 


——~~. 


The indirect influence which the United States may exercis- 
| upon any projects or purposes originating in the war, in which the 
southern republics are still engaged, which might seriously affect 
the interests of this union, and the good offices by which the 
United States may ultimatiy contribute to bring that war to a 
speedier termination, though among the motives whieh have con- 
vinced me of the propriety of complying with this invitation, are 
so far contingent and eventual, that it would be improper to 
dwell apon them more at large. f 

In fine, a decisive inducement with me, for acceding to the mea- 
sure,is to shew, by this token of respect to the southern repub- 
lies, the interest that we take in their welfare, and our disposi- 
tion to comply with their wishes. Having been the first to re- 
cognize their independence, and sympathised with them so far as 
was compatible with our neutral duties, imall their struggles and 
sufferings to acquire it, we have laid the foundation of our future 
intercourse with them in the broadest principles of reciprocity, 
and the most cordial feelings of fraternal friendship. To extend 
those principles to all our commercial relations with them, and 
| to hand down that friendship to future ages, is congenial to the 
i highest policy of the union, as it will be to that of all those na- 
‘tions and their posterity. In the confidence that these sentiments 
will meet the approbation of the senate, [ nominate Richard C, 
Anderson, of Kentncky and John Sergeant, of Pennsylvania, to 
be envoys extraordinary and ministers plenipotentiary to the as. 
sembly of American nations at Panama; and /Villiam B. Rochester , 
of New York, to be secretary to the mission. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

The president of the United States: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, December 20, 1825. 

Sir: Agreeably to your direction, that a statement should be pre- 
sented to you of what passed in the department of state, with the 
ministers of the republic of Colombia, Mexico and ecntral Ameri- 
|} ca, in respect to the invitation to the United States to be repre- 
sented in the congress at Panama, I have the honor now to re- 
port: 

Mhat during the last spring, I held separate conferences, on the 
same day, with the respective ministers of Mexico and Colombia, 
at their request, in the course of which each of them verbally 
stated that his government was desirous that the United States 
should be represented at the proposed congress, and that he was 
‘instructed to communicate an invitation to their government to 
send representatives to it. But that, as bis govermment did not 
(know whether it would, or would not, be agreeable to the United 
| States to receive such an invitation, and as he did not wish to oe 
‘'casion any esnharrassinent, be was charged informally to inquire, 
| previous to the delivery of the invitation, whether it would ve ac- 
| eepted if given by both of the republics of Mexico and Colombia. 
| [t was alsu stated, by each of those ministers, that his government 
‘did not expect that the U, States would change thei present neu- 
‘tral policy, nor was it desired that they should take part m such of 
the deliberations of the proposed congress as might relate to the 
prosecution of the present war. 





Having laid before you what transpired at these conferences, I 
| received, about a week after they had been held, your dirretion ta 
jinfurm the ministers of Mexico and Colombia, and I accordingly 
did iutorm them, that their communication was received with due 
isensihility to the friendly consideration of the United States, by 
which it had been dictated; that, of course, they could not make 
themselves a party to the existing war with Spain, ror to councils 
fur deliberating on the means of its further prosecution; that the 
president believed such a congress as was proposed, might b« 
highly usefulin settling several important disputed questions of 
public law,and in arranging other maiters of deep interest to the 
Amrerican continent, and strengthening the friendship and amica- 
ble intercourse between the American powers; that, before such 


(a congress, however, assembied, it appeared to him to be expedi- 
ent tuadjust, hetween the different powers to be represented, se- 
/veral preliminary points, suchas the subjects to which the atien- 
tion of the congress was to be directed, the nature and the form 
of the pewers to be given to the diplomatic agents who were to 
| compose it,and the mode of its organization and action. If these 
preliminary points could be arranged in a manner satisfactory to 
‘the United States, the ministers from Colombia and Mexico were 
_ informed that the president thought the United States ought to be 
represented at Panama. Each of those ministers undertook to 
, wausmit to his goverument the answer which was thus given. 


In this posture the affair remained until the letters were receiv- 
ed which acecompauy this report, from the ministers of the repub 
li¢gs of Mexico and Coiumbia, under date of the 3d and 2d otf No- 
vernber fast. ‘Lo both of those letters the same answer was re 
turned, iu official nutes, a copy of one of which is with this re- 
port. 

The first, and only communication from the minister of the re 
public of central America to this department, in regard to the 
congress at Panama, is contained in his official nete,a copy of 
which, together with a copy of the answer which was returned, by 
your directions, will be found along with this report. 

I have the honor to be, with great respeet, your obedient servant, 


H,. CLAY. 
Mir. Obregon to Mr. Clay. 


[See No. 3, (page 72), of the documents transmit- 
ted to the house of representatives. | 








| Mi. Salazar to the secretary of state. 
rus 


| [See No. 2, (page 72), of the documents as afore 
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Mr. Glay to Mr. Obregon. 
(See No. 5, (page 73), of the documents as afore- 


said. } 





Mr. Clay to Mr. Salazar. 
[The same as the preceding letter to Mr. Obregon. ] 





Ir. Canaz to the secretary of state. 
[See No. 4, (page 73), of the documents as 3fore- 


said. | 


-___-_—_ 


Mr. Clay to Mr. Canaz. 
[See No. 6, (page 73), of the documents as afore- 


said. | 


The message and accompanying documents were read. 

Urdered, ‘Vhat they be printed in confidence for the use of the 
members. “ 

Wednesday, December 28,1825. On motion, 

Oreered, Lbat the message of the president of the United 
States, of the 26th instant, nominating Richard c. Anderson and 
John Sergeant, to be envoys extraordinary and ministers plenipo- 
centiary to the assembly of American nations at Panama, be re- 
ferred to the committee on foreigu relations, to consider and re- 

rt thereon. : 

Mr. Braneli submitted the following motion Tor consideration, | 
whieh was read and ordered to be printed im confidence, ior the | 
use of the members. ‘ ; ; 

Whereas the president of the United States, in his opening mes- 
sage to congress, asserts, that “invitations had been accepted, and 
that ministers, on the part of the United States, would be commis. | 





{ 


; P, * mt 
sioned to attend the deliberations at Panama,” without submitung | —- , ure ware , 
said nominations to the senate: And whereas, in an execdtive come | withstanding predictions of a contrary result, confidently made 


munication of the 26th day of December, 1825, although he sub | »Y 


nits the Nominations, yet maintains the right, previously announce | 
edin his opening message, that he possesses an authority to make 
such appointments, and to commission them without the advice 
and consent of the senate: And whereas a silent acquiescence on 
the part of this body may, at some future time, be drawu into 
dangerous precedent: therefore, 

Resolved, That the president of the United States does not con, 
stitutionaliy possess either the right or the power to appuint ame 
bassadors or other public ministers, but with the advice aud cou- 
sentof the senate, except when vacancies may happen in the re- 
cess. 


‘Tuesday, January 3, 1326. The senate proceeded to the consi- | 


deration of the motion, submitted on the 28th December, relative 
to the extent of the executive power; and 

Ordered, that it lie on the table. 

Wednesday, January 4, 1826. On motion of Mr. Macon, 

Resolved, ‘That the president of the United States be requested 
to communicate to the senate, confidentiatiy, any conventious in 
possession of the executive, between ally of che new states of Aine- 
rica, relative to the proposed congress of Panama; and also, avy 
other information upun that subject, not heretofore commuunicat- 
ed, tending to show the propricty of the United States seuding 
ministers to sail congress. 

Tuesdav, January 10, 1826. The following message Was receiv- 
ed trom the president of the United Siates, by Jutin Adatus, je. 

To the senate of the Unated States: 
Washington, 9th January, 1826, 

In compliance with a resolution of the seuate, Of the Sd Mstant, 
1 communicate, herewith, in confidence, a report Irom the secreta- 
ry of state, with translations of the couveniions and documents, 
containing infurmation of the nature referred to ip the said reso- 
bution. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

The secretary of state, to whom the president has referred the 
resolution of the senate, of the dd of January, 1826, tequesting lim 
to communicate to the senate, confidentially, any conventions to 
possession of the executive, between any of the new states of Ame- 
riea, relative to the proposed congress of Panama; and, also, any 
other information upon that subject,‘not betore communicated, 
tending to shew the propriety of the United States sending imi- 
listers to saul congress, has the honor to report: 


That, in compliance with the first part of the resolution, cou- 
Veutions are herewith presented, between — 
‘Nhe republic of Colombia and that of Chile; 
The republic of Colombia and Peru; 
‘The republic of Colombia and the tederatibu of the centre 
of America; and 
The repubiic of Colombia and the United Mexican States. 
That the latter part of the resolution of the senate opens a wide 
field, and might be made to embrace all the foreign relauons, Ame- 
rican and European, of the United States; but it is presumed that 
it was not intended to have this extended scope. Under thas itb- 
pression, Certain parts of the correspondence between the execu- 


tive government of the United States and the governments of 


Russia, Franee, Colomtua and Mexico, of which a descriptive list 
accompawies this reportand which are supposed to have such a con- 
nection with the resolution of the senate, as to render their com- 
munication acceptable, are now respeettully iaid beture the presi- 
dent. ‘The negotiations to which a portion of Chis correspondence 
relates, being yet in progress, the pro pricty of tie confidential re- 
sivietivn which the seuatc itself bas suggested, must be quite evi- 


@eut. 
All which is respectfully sumitted’ H. CLAY, 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, 9th January, 1826 


ENCLOSURES, 

*The four treaties referred to Translations. 
*Mr. Clay to Mr. Mideleton, 10th May, 1825. Copy 
*Mr. Middleton to Mr. Clay, 15th (27th) July, do. do. 
*Same to same, 27th August, (3th Sept.) do. do. 
*Count Nesselrode to Mr. Middleton, 20th Aug. doe — Translatign. 

Mr. Clay to Mr. Middleton, 26th December, do. Copy 
*Same to Mr. Salazar, 20th December, do. do, 
*Mr. Poinsett to Mr. Clay, 13th September, do. Extract. 
*Same to same, 28th September, do. do. 
*Mr. Clay to Mr. Poinsett, 9th November, do. Copy 
*Same to Mr. Brown, 25th October, do. do. 
*Same to Mr. Obregon,t 20th December, do. do. 
*Mr. Salazar to Mr. Clay, 30th December, do. Translation, 
*Mr. Obregon to the same, 4th Jan. 186, hy spol 


Mr. Clay to Mr. Middleton. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, 26th December, 182%, 


Sir: Your despatches, No. 48 and 49, have been duly received 
and submitted to the president. He sees with much satisfaction, 
that the appeal which has been made through you to the empe- 
ror of Russia, to employ bis friendly offices in the endeavor to 
bring about a peace between Spain and the new American repub- 
lies, has not been without favorable effect. Considering the inti- 
mate and friendly relations which exist between the emperor and 
his allies, it was perhaps not to be expected, that, previous to con- 
sultations with them, language more explicit should be held than 
that which is conmined in count Nesselrode’s note. Aithough 
very guarded, it authorizes the belief that the preponderating in- 
fluence of Russia has been thrown into the scale of peace. Not- 


Mr. Seeretary Canning, this decision of the emperor corres- 
ponds with the anticipations which have been constantly entertain- 
/ed here, ever since the president resolved to invoke his interven- 

tion. It affords strong evidence both of his humanity and his en- 
lightened judgment. All events out of Spain seem now to unite 
in their tendency towards peace; and the fall of the eastle of St. 

Juan d’Ulloa, which capitulated on the 13th day of Jast month, 

cannot fail to have a powerful effect within that kiugdom. We are 
| informed that, when information of it reached the Havana, it pro- 
| duced great and general sensation: and that the local government 
| iminediately despatched a fast sailing vessel to Cadiz to eommu- 
| nicate the event, and, in its name, tu implore the king immedi- 
| ately to terminate the war, and acknowledge the new republics, 
| as the only means eft of preserving Cuba to the monarchy. 


In considering what further measures could be adopted by this 
government, tu second the pacific exertions which, it is not dou. 
ed, the emperor isnow employing, it bas appeared to the president, 

| that a suspension of any military expedition, which both, or either 
| of the republics of Colombia and Mexico may be preparing against 
Cuba and Porto Rico, might have a good aunsiliary influence.— 
| Such a suspension, indeed, seemed to be due to the friendly pur- 
| poses of the emperor. Lhave, accordingly, addressed official notes 
| to the ministers of those republics, accredited here, recommending 
it to their government. au extract from one of which, (the other 
| being substantially the same),is herewith transmitted. You will 
observe it intimated in those notes, that other governments may 
feel themselves urged, by a sense of their interests and duties, to 
interpose in the event of an invasion of the islands, or of con- 
| mgencies which may accompany or ftullow it. On this subject, 
litis properthat we should be perfectly understood by Russia.—- 
| For vursclves, we desire no change in the possession of Cuba, as 
has been heretofore stated. We cannot allow a transfer of the 
island to any European power. But if Spain should refuse to 
conclude a peace, and obstinately resolve ou continuing the war, 
aithough we do not desire shat either Colombia or Mexico should 
acquire the island of Cuba, the president cannot see any justitia- 
ble ground on which we cau forcibly interfere. Upon the hypo- 
thesis of an unnecessary protraction of the war, imputable to 
Spaia, it isevident that Cuva will be her only point dappui, in 
this hemisphere. How ean we interpose, on that supposition, 
against the party clearly having right on his side, in order to re- 
strain or defeat a lawful operation of wai? If the war against the 
islands should be conducted by those republics in a desolating 
manner; if,contrary to ali expectation, they should put arms ite 
the hands of one race of the inhabitants to destroy the lives of 
another; if, um short, they shouid countenance and encourage ex- 
cesses amd examples, the contagion of which, from our neighbor- 
hood, would be dangerous to our quiet and safety; the govern- 
ment of the United States might feel itself called upon to inter- 
puse its power. But itis not apprehended that any of those con- 
tingencias will arise, and, Consequently, it is most probable that 
the Uoned States, should the war coutinue, will remain herva!- 
ter, as they have been heretofore, neutral observers of the pro- 
gress of its events. 


You will be pleased to communicate the contents of this despatch 
to the Russian government. And as, from the very wature of the 
object which has induced the president to recommend to the go- 
vernments of Colombia and Mexico a suspension of their expe- 
ditions aguinst the Spanish islands, no definite time could be sag- 





*Allthe papers marked thus (*) have been printed among the 
documents sent to the house of representatives. 

TCopy. of the note to Mr. Obregon, nat sent, being, in substance, 
4 the same 2s that ww Mr. Salazar, of the same date, 











et 


——— 


——T 


sence lee 


— 





100 








ee ten ee ee 


. NILES’ REGISTER—APRIL 8, 18¢6-—-PANAMA QUESTION, 








gested for. the duration of that suspension, if it should be acceded 
io, it must be allowed, on all hands, that it ought not to be un- 
necessarily protrocted. Vhercfore, you wilé represent to the govern: 
ment of Russia, the expediency of obtaining a decision fron Spain, 
‘as early as possidle, in respect to its dispusitiou to Couciude a peace. 
Tam your obedient servant, — H. CLAY. 
Jienry Middiston, envoy extraordinary 
and nginister plenipotentiary U.S, St. Petersburs. 
The message and the reportand documents therein referred to 
were read. 4 f : 
Ordered, That they be referred to the committee on foreign re 
Tations to consider and report thereon. 
Monday, Jan. 16th, 1826, Mr. Macon, from the committee on 
foréigu relations, to whom was refereed, on the 25th of December, 
ghe message of the president of the United States, nominating 
Ricliard C. Anderson and John Sergeaut. to be envoys extraorti- 
mary and rairfisters plevipoventiary to the assembly of the Awe 
yiean nations at Pavama; and on the 10th instant, the message 
communicating certain documents relating theretv, submitted the 
Nowing report: 
— Tans wl examined the subject to them referred, with the 
most profound attention, and have bestowed upon it ali the cou- 
sideration demanded by its novelty, delicacy, and high iw portance 
to the character and future destiaies of the United States la 
‘making this examination, the committee found themselves not a 
Hittle embarrassed at first, by the circumstance announced by the 
president, in his message to both houses of congress, at the com- 
mencement of the present session, that he had already accepted the 


' gnvitation given to the United Siates, by some of the American 


republics, to be represented at the conteiplated congress of Ame 

ican nations, abdur to be assembled at Panama. But, seeiug in 
Ahe several communications made by the secevtary of state, to 
‘qhe different ministers of these republics, that au express refer- 


ence was made to the concurrence of the senate, as the indispeti- 


sable prelimisary to the acceptance of thisinv:tation; and finding 
in the present message of the president, the cxpjicit assurauce 
that he bad not thought proper to take any step in carrying this 
measure poto effet until he could ascertain that his opinion of Its 
expediency Would coneyr with chat of both branches of the le 
ih pomeie the committee believed it becaine a part of the duty 
they owed to the senate, and would be evidence of the proper re- 
spect due tothe president, that they shuoujd fully and freely exa- 
snine into the propriety of the proposed measure, the expediency 
of adopting which was the subject that the senate was thus invited 
tu dehberate upon, and to make known their opinion. 
Considerations of much higher importance than even these, 
jnduced the committee to adopt this course. In the ordinary 
vess of their proceedings, the senate can rarely, if ever, find 
it esther necessary or proper, to inguire as to the objects expected 
to be attained, by appuiutments, fo which their advice and con- 
sent is asked. As to all offices created by statute, in which these 
whjrets are defined, and their attainment positively required, the 
single question arising before the senate, must ever refer merely 
to the fitness of the p rsons nominated by the resident to fulfil 
such duties. Phe same will generally be found the sole inquiry 
necessary to be made, in filling up vacancies happening ur pre 
existing furcign missions, designed to maintain the Customary r- 
Jations and iutercourse of friendship anu commerce, becween the 
United States and other nations. Very dit rent, however, is the 
case, When it is proposed to create jew offices by nomivation, or 
despatch ministers to foreign states for t's first time, or to accom- 
plish, by such missions, olyccts not specially disclosed, or uuder 
circumstanecs, New. pi culiar, and highly important. In all these 
cases, instead of confining their inquiries to the meve fitness of the 
sans nominated to fill such offices, it is not only the right, but 
‘the cuty of the senate, to determine, pr viously, as to the neerssity 
and propriety of creating the offices themselves; and in deewing 
these questions, not only che objects for the accamplishment hy 
which itis proposed to create them, but every other cyreumstance 
connected with such a measure, Must necessarily and unavoidably 
become a subject of their serious examination. é 
This right, conferred by the constitution upon the senate, is the 
only direct check upon the power sed by the president ia 
this respect. which, relieved from this restraint, would authorize 
him to create and consummate all the political relations ul the | 
United States.at bis mere will. And as,in the theory of their go 
vernment, the high destinies of the people of the United States 
are never to be cuntided to the unrestrained diseretion of any sin 
gle man, even the wisest and b. st of thrir fellow citizens, it be- 
comes asolemn duty which the senate owe to the sovercigu states 
here representer, most seriously to investigate afl the circunstan- 
ees connected with the novel measure now proposed by the presi- 
dent, as to the expedieney of adopting which, they have been ia 
vited to aid him with Un ir counsel and ativice. 
Entertaining these opinions in the performance of the duty 
which they believe bas been requir d by the senate, and anaions 





to mavifist to the president their high respect, by complying 
fully with the wish which he has expressed upon this subject, 


the commitree Will proceed to invesfigate the circumstances con | 
nected with dhe aieasure proposed, and disclosed by the docu-! 


ments to them referred, most deeply impressed with the paper 
tance of the consequences that way very probably result from it. 


The first question which suggested itself to the committee, at 
the very threshold of their investigation, was, what cogent rea- 
sons now existed, for adopting this new and untried measure, so 
much in conflict with the whole course of policy, uniformly aud 
happily pursued by the United States, from almost the very erea- 
tion of this government to the present hour? By the principles 
of this policy, inculcated by our wisest statesmen wm former days, 
and approved by the experience of all subsequent time the true 
interest of the United States was supposed to be promuted, by 





svever. Steadily pursuing this course, while they have been q. 
sirous to manifest the most cordial good will to all mations, and tp 
Maintain with cach relations of perfeet anity; and of cont mere. 
regulated and adjmsted by rules of the most fair, equal and jug 
reciprocity, the United States have hitherto sedulously abstained 
from associating themselves in any other way, even with thos. 
nanons for whose welfare the most lively sensibility has becn gt 
adi times felt, and otherwise otanifested. 

During the confliet for freedom and jndependence, in which 
these new states of America were so long engaged, with their 
former sover. ign, although every heart inthe United States bea 
high ia sympathy with them. and fervent aspirations were hourly 
pac up for their succes ss; aud although the relations then existing 
with Spain were well ealcviated to excit’ strong ivritation and 
resenimevt on our part, yet ihe goverument of the United States, 
convinced of the propriety of @ strict adherence to the principles 
it had ever proclaimed, as the rule ef its conduct in relation te 
other nations, furebore to take any part in this strugg!>-, and 
maintained the most exact ucutrality between these bellizgerants, 
Nog would it ever recognize the indepeadence of these new rc. 
publics, until they had become independent in fact, aud the situs 
tion «f their ancient sovereign, in relation to them, was such as to 
matifest that he oaght no longer to be held respousible for their 
acts. So soon as this occurred, the United States most gladly 
embraced the opportunity, avd in b-ing the figst to proclaim the 
sovercigaty and independence of these stat-s, gave to them ‘he 
strong st pledge of respect, Gad cordial (ricndship, and sincere. 
anxiety for their prosperity. 

+ Since that event, mivisters have been despatched to each of 
these new repuliies, instructed to declare the somtiments sincerely 
and weraily felt fur them by the United Stat s. and empowered ty 


j conclude treaties with them, the objects of which should be, to 


establish, a:pon principles of the most perfeet Justice aad equity, 
all the ordinary relations thot exist between nations. ‘Thus mueli 
was dur, no. iess to them than to ourselves: and, in goi-.g so far, 
we did all that our feelings dictated, a d the interests of cither 
seemed then to require, What necessity has since arisen to do 
more?) What cause exists now, to prompt the United States to 
establish new aad stronger relations with them, and 80 to abandon 
that rule of conduct which bas licherta been here so steadily and 
happily pursued? | 

Thx se inquiries necessarily called the attention of the eommir. 
tee to a injnute examination of all the documents to them refirred, 
in order that they might therein discover the reasons assigned by 
the new states of America for desiring the United States to be re- 
preseited at the congress about to be assembled at Panama, and 
the motives of the president for intimating his willingness to ac- 
cept this invitation. And in making such an examination, many 
reflections presented themselves, as connected with the proposed 
measure, all of which the committee will now state to the senate. 

In a government constituted a3 is that of the United States, in 
which the sentiment so natural to freemen prompts ther to scru- 
tinize most exactly, the extent of all the powers they grant, and 
to liwit this extent by the objects desired to be accomplished by 
theit exercise, the strongest anxi-ty is, (and it is to be hoped al- 
ways will be), tig, to learn distinetly what is the precise ob- 
ject desirgd to be attained, and what are the precise means pro- 
posed for its attainment. Even the confidence reposed in the 
long tied patriotism, and well proved wisdom of our own best 
citizens, does not, and ought not to suffice, to quiet this auniety, 
or to remove this jealously, inspired by an ardcnt attachment to 
our rights and privileges, It was, therefore, much to be desired, 
and certainly to have been expected, that, before the destinies of 
the United States should be committed to the deliberation and de- 
cision, of a ¢ungress, composed not of our own citizens, but of 
the representatives of many different nations, that the objects of 
such deliberations should be most accurately stated and defined, 
and the manner of their accomplishment clearly and distinctly 
marked out. 

in this opinion the president himself seems to have concurred 
at the commencement of this negotiation; for, in the r-port made 
to him on the 20th of Deceniber last, by the secretary of state, this 
offic.r states, that, agreeably to his direetions, he had informed 
the ministers by whom the invitation to the proposed congress at 
Parama was given, that, hefore such a congress assembied, it ap- 
peared to the “president to be _ dient te adjust, between the 
different powirs to be represented, several preliminary points, 
such as the subjectsto which the attention of the congress was to 
be directed, the nature and the furm of the powers to be given to 
the diplomatie agents who were to compose it, and the mode ot 
its organization and action.” And it was made an express and 
previous coudition to the acceptance of the invitation proposed to 
be given, that “these preliminary poiiits should be arranged in a 
manner satisfactory to the Duited States.” 

It was, therefore, not without much surprise and great regret 
thatthe committee discovered, that. aithough in none of the com- 
munications subscquently made to this government, by either of 
the ministers of che several states by whom this invitation ws 
given, ave these preliminary points even stated; anc. although the 
wantof ‘a compliance with these conditions” is expressly noticed 
in the reply made to them by the secretary of state, yt they were 
therein told, that the president had determined “at once” to send 
commissioners to this congress at Pasaina, provided the senate 
would advise and consent to such a measure. 


If, then, the senate should now demand of this committee to 
inform thei what are the objeets to be accomplished at this con- 
gress,and what are the means by which their accomplishment is 
to be effeeted—althongh as to objrcts, the documents referred to 
them will enable the committee to name a few—yet, as to al! 
others, they must answer, in the language of the communicatiot 
rande by the Mexican minister, that they are those “to which the 


avoiding all entangling cumnectivnr with any other pasion what: A caisence of the agw siptcy may “give rise, and which it is not 
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easy to point out or enumerate.’ As to the means, however ted States di Ter essentially from those of the other parties. Am 
fie committee can only reply, that while it seems to be expected | this difference of opinion, occurring as to the very first proposi- 
that the United. States are to clothe their representatives with | ton, which is said tu be “a matter of immediate utility to the 
ample powers” to accomplish all the enumerated, and these | American States that are at War with Spain,” and is beheved by 
other andetined objects also, yet the mode in which these powers, them to be in accordance with the repeated declarations and pto- 
if grauted, are to be used and exercised, is no where even hinted | tests of Ufe cabinet at Washingtoh,” miist anavoidably excite 


at. doubts as to “the interest we take in their welfare, and our dispos 
5 One great qnestion, therefore, upon which the decision of the | sition to comply with their wishes; and would so contribute not 
scsiate $$ 


called for, Will be, Whether, in the existing state of | alittle to defeat other objrcts. ‘ 
things, itis wise or expedient that the United States should be re- The next subject stated by the Mexican minister, as presenting 
presented at a congress of American nations, by agents endowed | “another of the questions which may be distussed,” and which he 
with and: fined powers, to accomplish undefined objects? And this | considers as being “in like predicament with the foreguing.” is, 
committee feel no hesitation in stating, as their opivion, that, if | “the opposition to colonization in America by the Eurupean 
ever it may be proper to adopt such a medsure, there is nothing | powers | ’ ‘ 
Known fo them that requires or justilics if at this time. Yhe minister of Colombia conenrs in_ this enumeration. He 
it is frue, the power confided to the senate to ratify or rejvet any | places the “manner in which all colonization of Earopean powers 
agreement that may he entered into by such agents, would con. | on the American continent shall be resisted,” at the very head of 
stitute some safeguard to the important interests of the United | all the subjects of proposed discussion; and couples this with the 
States. But, long «xperience must have infurmed the senate, that | former, as an object to be effected by the joint and united efforts 
it is generally exceedingly difficult, and sometimes even unpossi- | of all the states to be represented at the congress, who should be 
ple to escape from the embarrassments produced by the mere wer | bonnad by a solemn convention to secure this end. 
of entering into a negotiation; and that it is much better to at- ‘The president concurs in partin the opinion as to the propriety 
stain from dving so. until its objects are distinctly known and ap- | of attaining this end, but differs radically as to the mode of ac- 
proved, than to confide in the power of the senate in the last re- comp!ishing te “An agreement between all the parties c- present- 
sort to refuse theit Assent to the ratification of an agreement, af- | ed at the meeting, that each will guard, by its own means against 
ter it is a@inisted Dy means of such negotiation. | the establishment of any future European colony within its bor- 
Ia the present ease, if the measures to be accomplished by the , ders,” he thinks “may be found advisable.” Now, if this be 
pased congress, whatever may be theit object or character, | meant, chat each nation shall, by its own means, protect itsown 
should not meet the concurring opinion of all the parties there to , territories agaist all encroachments upon them, at tempted by any 
be represented, we need not the lights of history to mturm us, that ' Europeaw or other foreign state whatsoever. the committee can- 
many consequences, mischietuus in themselves, and greatly to be not discern, either the necessity or expediency of entering into 
deplored, mot only msy, but most probably Will result. And that } any formal agreement with other states to that effect. more than 
a difference of opimion will exist, in regard to measnees sO iMpor- EXists for reducmg to treaty stipulations, any other of the high, 
tant in themselves. and so various and diversified in their effects | JUSt, and universally admitted rights of all nations. Such an 
upon nations diff-ting from each other in almost every particular, | Mea, bowever, is obviously not that suggested by the ministers of 
is much to 'e apprehended. The power possessed by the senate, | Mexico and Colombia; and if more is meant to be comprehended 
of withhoiding its assent, ought net, therefore, to be regarded as | 18 the agreement which the president thinks may be found ad- 
furnishing sufficient assurance against the possible and probable iv isable, every other article it would contain oust, in the opinion 
eff-ets of the proposed measure. | Of this Committee, violate ell the well-settled principles of the po- 
Turning from the undefined objects of this congress, so imper- | licy of the United States, and put at hazard their best interests 
fectly disclosed in the vague description given of them, that, if s-en | without any ade quate hetive for $0 OV lan experiment, In tre 
etali;they 2re presented most indistinctly to their view, and regard. | ONE Case. the “we and motives of the president differ again es- 
ing those which are particulariy mentioned, and described with | sentially, from those of the other parties to be represented at this 
more precision, this committee have not been able to discover | COMBSESSS and from the disclosure of these repeated differences of 
in any one of these last, a single subject, concerning which the OCPUNOM, ho food can possibly result Andin the other, should 
United States ought to enter into any negotiation with the states the views of the president concur with those of the other Ameri- 
of America, to Le assembled at the contemplated congress at Pa | CAM states, (which the commigtee cdo not believe.) the mutual stipy- 
nama. : | lations growing out of such an agreement, would, in the opimon 
Before proceeding to the enumeration of these objects, the Of this committee, prove fatal to the best interests of the United 
committee eannot refesin from ealling the attention of the senate | 5t2tes. should the casus fu deris ever happen. 
toa singular circumstance, disclosed by the documents to them | lo adj ust the means of most eileetual resistance to the inter. 
feferred: although an enumeration of the subjects to which the | ference of neutral nations, in the warof independence between 
attention of the proposed congress Was to be directed, was expli- | the new powers of this continent and Spain; and of opposition 
citly stated, a8 a enndition peelimenary to the acceptance by the | bg: at in America, by the Europ: an powers, are said by the 
United States, of the invitation given to them to be there repre: | Ves ae Brmster to be “the two prineipal subjcets” of intended 
sented; althoneh eae’ of the ministers, giving this invitation, bad | ciseessen at the contemplated congress; and, indeed, are ail the 
communicated this ta his government, and recived its instreetions | SUUCets “3 discussion which he particularly states. ‘The minister 
relative thereto; yet, mreat diversities will be found, in the enu- | of Colombia, however, extends his enumeration of the subjects of 
intended discusfion somewhat further; and after mentioning those 








meration of these subjects made by eaeh of these ministers, in| iy pe. ad, dats. as ewe ot . . 

pursuance of such instructions. And, what is still more remarka- | “« vee ar deg rpgniberpejer 4 the considesation of the means te 
ble, while many of the subjects of intended discussion, so enu- | 2 adopted lor the entire abolition of the African slave trade.” 
merated, by each of these ministers, are not referred to in the | 


message of the president to the senate, others are therein stated, 
as matters for the deliberation of the propowd congress, to which 
not the slightest allusion seems ever to have been made, by any 


one of the American ministers, many of their communications to | 


this government; nay. one of the subj-rets, (the most important, 
prohably, of any. winch the United States are desirons to discuss, 
at this congress.) is neither noticed in the communications made 
tothis government, by any of the American states, bor in the 
message of the president to t> senat:; and is to be only inferced 
from the documents last refercsed to this committee, reerived un- 
der the call» made by the senate, for further information: ef! 
which will be very clearly shewn by the details, which the com- 
mittee will now lay before the sennie. 

The first subject stated by the Mexican minister, as one which 
would ocenpy the attention of the contemplated congress, and im 
the deliberations concerning which, the United States are expected 
to take a part, is. “The resistance or opposition to be made to the 
interference of any neutral nation, in the quesfion and war of in- 
dependence, between the new powers of this continent and Spain.” 
And in the detiberations upon this subject, it seems to be propos- 
ed, “to disenss the means of giving to that resistance all possible 
foree;” andso to adjust, by previous concert, the mode in which 
each of the states represented at the congress “shall lend its co- 
operation.” 


The same subject is also stated by the minister of Colombia, | 
and in terms still more explicit. He surzests, as a matter of us:- 


ul discussion in the congress, zhe formation of “an eventual alli 


To this subject the president makes no alnsion in his mestage; 
and alter the examination which it has received in the senate, 
during two snceessive years, this committee deem it quite unnes 
| cessary tu say much in relation to it at this time. Some of the 
, sovercign states, here represented, were the first in the world te 
| proclaim their abhorrence of this traffic. Sine» the formation of 
| this governaent, the United States have exerted, / 


( (and as this com 
_mittee believe, have exerted effectually), ail the means in their 


| power to arrest its purogress, so far as their own citizens were eon 
) cerned; and, if all other nations, and especially those nations holf- 
| ing’ possessions in America, would follow their example, the Afrir 
can slave trade would no longer exist. ‘Vhe United States. how 
ever, have not certsinly the right, and ought never to feel the in 
clination, to dictate to others. whe may diffi r with them upon this 
subject, nor do the committee see the expediency of insulting other 
states, with whom we ere maintaining relations of perfeet amity. 
by ascending the moral chair, and proclaiming, from thence, mere 
abstract principles, of the rectitude of which, each nation enjoys 
the perfect right of deciding tor itself > 


| 
| 
\ 
} 


_ The minister of Culombia states, as another subject of diseus 

sion, at the contemplated congress, “on what basis the relations uf 
{ Hayti, and of other parts of our hemisphere that shall hereafter be 
; in hke circumstances, are th be pleced.””” To this Matter, also, the 
| president inakes oo allusion in his message. And, surely, if here 
) any subjeet within the whole circle of political relations, as te 
which it is the interest and the duty ot all states to keep them- 
selves perfectly tree avd unshackied by any previous stipulation, 


i 
' 


avec” of the states there to be represented, for the purpose of | con Ya eee wy epeBh cg cet Conbexions with any other 
preventing any European power from interfering in the present | peopie, Hot parhes to sich an agreement. Of the propriety or 


contest between Spain and her former cojonies; and that the 
treaty for this purpose should “remain seeret, until the casks joe 
teris should happen.” 


Notwithstanding this is so stated by both of these ministers, as | 
the first and great object of the proposed congress, yet, the presi- | 


dent, in bis message, assures the senate, “that the motive of the 
attendance of the United States, is neither to cuntract alliances, 
nor toengage in any undertaking or ptoject, iwperting hostility 
to any ether nation.” It thus appears, that, in relation te this 
first and mostimporgant point, which seems to have given birth 
40 the schemevof this congress, the views au} motives of Ure Uni- 


A tae all ; at Soe np . 
{ mMmpropricty of such commecuons, cach neust ever be permitted te 


| judge freety for itself, because the benetit or disadvantage to re 
sult from them, nuist be peculiar, and very different to each: and 
that relation whichis highly desirable at one time, may beeome 
hurtiul at another, In the opimon of this commitiee, therefure,, 
the Umted States should never permit themselves to enter inte 
| diseussien with any furcizo state whatever. as to the relations they 
should be obliged to establish, with any other people nut partics 
ta such discussions. And the objections to such a course heecome 
| putinitely stronger. when the discussions are intended (o refer, pot 
j only tothose who then exist. but also tu others, whe : 
ibe considered as placed “in like citcumstane:s.?" 


may berretier , 
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_ Dhese are pct ak my ote 
as o 
/ The minister of Guatemala, (who also unites in the invitation 
given to the United States), has stated no particular subject as 
of discussion at this He intimates, however, 
“that, as Europe had formed a continental system, and held acon- 
gress, whenever questions aff-cting its interests were to be discus- 

» America should also form a system for itself.” 

How far this general suggestion mects the views of the presi- 
dent, the committee are not enabled, by any decument to them re- 
ferred, to decide. But they will present w the senate their own 
ideas in relation to it, the rather, because it seems now to be the 
prominent object of the proposed congress, the magnitude and va- 
riety of details belonging to which, defied present enumeration, 
aod particular specification. 

Without adverting to the great and obvious diverSities existing 
between the states of this continent and those of Kurope, by which 
the system here alluded to has been established—diversities grow- 
ing out of the situation of their pedple, the nature of their govern- 
ments, and the positions they occupy, not ouly in'relation to each 
other, but to the rest of the Civilized world, this committee will 
state, as their opinion, that no effect yet produced by the conti- 
nental system of Europe, is of a character to invite the states of this 
continent to take that system as a model or example fit for their 
jiitation. The great object of the continental system of Europe 
is, to preserve ancient institutions, and relations lung known, and 
well understood, in the position which they now occupy, and tur 
many centuries have cone. 

The operatiou of this system is, by the combination of powers, 
and the appiication of mere force, to arrest the progress of im- 
provement in the science of government, aud in the condition of 
society. Ends which ali free states must reprobate, as much as 
they do the means employed for their accomplishment. If this 
Were not so, however, a system formed for this continent, for the 
sane, or evan different objects, would most probably produce the 
worst effects. ‘The short political existence of all the states on this 
continent, even of the Usited States themselves, the most ancient 
of any, hath enabled them to profit so little as yet by experience, 
that it would seem rash to proclaim their pertection, at this time, 
or to pledge any of them to perpetuate cither their present insti- 
tutions, or existing political relatious. Our own excellent consti- 
tution is based upon the supposition of its own probable imperfec- 
tions, and most wisely provides for its amendmevt, whenever such 
defects shall be discovered to exist. We cannot, therefore, stipu- 
Jate to preserve it as it ist and no coa_pact with other states can be 
necessary to bestow upon each the power it now pussesses, to effect 
any change which experience may hereafter show to be beneficial 
to itself. Anda stipulation to make such changes, as the good of 
any others may hereafter require, would either be futile in itself, or 
auust inevitably lead todiscord and to wars. 

This committee doubt, morcover, the authority of the govern. 
ment of the United States to enter into any negotiation with 
foreign nations, for the pur pose of settling aud promulgating, either 
priveiples of internal polity. or mere abstract propositions, as 

arts of the public law. And if the proposed congress is viewed 

ut as a convenient mode of conducting a sunimary negotiation, 
relative to csisting interests, important to this continent alone; it 
not only may, but most probably will be cousidered, by all other 
civilized nauons, as a coutcderacy of the states therein represented, 
jor purposes as prejudicial to the interests of the old, as they are sup- 
posed to be beveticial to those of the new world. Many of the provi- 
sions jn the different conventions, already concluded between some 
uf the bew States, relative to this very congress, and which are now 
public, are Weld calculated to create such a suspicion, even if they 
do not justify a belief in its truth. And whensoever Uns suspicion 
shall be entertained by the nations of the old world, and especially 
by those who still hold possessions on this continent, it must be 
obvieus to all, that cons: quences, Much to be deplored, will una- 
vuidably result. 

Nuthung that can be done thereafter, by any department of this 
goverment, in refusing to ssuction the stipulations, concluded at 
a congress regarded ju this light, will suffice to avert the calamity. 
And wie United States, Who bave grown up ia happiness, to ther 
present prosperity, by a stri¢t observance of their vid, Well kuown 
course of policy, and by manifesting entire good will, and most 
profound respect for all other nations, must prepare to embark 
their future destinies Ubon an unknown and tarbulent ocean, di- 
rected hy ithe experience, and destined fur no certain haven. In 


such a voyage, the dissimilitude cxisting between themselves and | 


their associates, in interest, character, language, religion, manners, 


customs, habits, laws aud almost every other particular; and the | 
vivalship these Jiscrepancies must surely produce among them, | 
would generate discords, which, if they-did not destroy all bope of 


its successful termination, wauld make even success itsell the Uiti- 
Maate Cause of new and dir-ful conflicts between themselves. Such 
has been the issue of all such enterprizes in past time; and we 
rive therefore strong reasons to expect in the future, similar re- 
suits from: similar causes. 


‘Phe committe, having thus examined the several subjects of 


proposed discussions, stated or alluded to by each of the ministers 
of the neW states of Anxrica, as matters of delinerations at the 
contemplated congress; will now proceed to the luvestigation of 
others, not mentioned or referred to by any of thea, but exhibited 
in the message of the president. 


The committee see nothing in the documents to them referred, 
to prove that the states whe originated the project to this con- 
gress, and settled the subjeets proper for its deliberation, and who 


inost probably have already adjysted “the preliminary rules of 


that assembly’ will admit as fit matters of discussion, any other 
than those whieh they themselves have so previously announced. 
bhould this be the case, the degraded position which the United 
States must then vecupy at the congress, must be apparent to all, 


ularly suggested by the minister of Without adverting further, however, at this time to this Consirle. 
ssion at the contemplated congress. | 


ration, the committee will enter into the examination of the x... 
ral topics suggested by the president, as though the discussivg 
them wasa matter settled and already agreed. 

The first of these subjects stated b the president, is, the “¢;. 
tablishiment of principles of a liberal commercial intercourse,” 
The wotives for desiring this are stated to be, that, the “Souther, 
American nations, in their intercourse with the United Staie;, 
have sowetimes manilested dispositions to reserve a right o/ 
gramting special favors and privileges to the Spanish nation, a; 
the price of their recognition; at others, they have actuaily ¢,. 
tablished duties and impositions, operating unfavorably to the U, 
States, to the aivantage of viber European powers; aud sone 
times they have appeared to consider that they might interchang:. 
among themselves, mutual concessions of exclusive favor, to whic, 
neither European powers nor the United States should be ad. 
mitted.” 

In considering these reasons, it cannot escape the observation o: 
any, that, in manifesting dispositions to establish such comme. 
cial relations, the Southern Americao nations must have been a. 
tuated by the only motive that ever operates either upon nation, 
or individuals, in regard to their mere commercial intercourse—; 
desire iairly to advance their own interests, and a belief that they 
could, by such means, properly accomplish this end. If, in th, 
belief, these nations are right, then the United States can seare+ly 
be viewed as acting towards them in that spirit of genervus kind. 
ness and fraternal friendship they have professed, when they shoul: 
strive to induce shem to establish as jiberal priaciples, such a; 
would be injurious to the interests of these southera nations them. 
selves. And, if they are wrong, it seems to this committee, tha; 
the task of exhibiting their errors, may be much better performed, 
as hitherto it hath been, by particular discussions with each sepa 
rately, than by genera) demonstrations made to ail, assembled a; 
a coneress. 

The interests of commerce are necessarily peculiar; they grow 
out of numerous circumstances, produced by lucality, climate, po- 
pulation, manners, customs aad other causes, no one of which 
exists alike in any two nations on the globes Few general prisc- 
pies, therefore, can ever apply, with equal truth, to se many pe- 
culiarities; and such asdo so apply, need not the sanction of so 
lemn compact to give them effect. They may be very safely con- 
fided tu the natural disposition of man, promptly to discover, aud 
eagarly to advance, his owo best interests. 

Whatever dispositions, then, inay have been manif-sted by the 
southern nations of America, this coramitter think that there ef. 
fvets, both upon themselves and the’ United States, will constitute 
subjects much more fit for separate discussions with each, than of 
general investigation before all, And the compittee are the 
more Confirmed in this opinion, by the assurance given by the 
president, in this message, that “in most of these cases, their re- 
gulations, unfavurable to us, “bave already yielded to friendly e- 
postulation aad rcmosstrance,”’ and, by the fact that the treaties 
recently conciuded between these states, contain express stipula- 
tions that,in no event, will they agree or enter into any treaty 
with Spain, or any other nation, to the prejudice of their inde- 
pendence, but te maintain, at all times, their mutual interests, 
with the dignity and encrgy proper to free independeut states. 

ht is true, a dilference of opinion appears to exist at present. 
between the United States and one of the new republics of Ame 
rica, ia relation to a single principle of their commercial inter 
course. When the senate recollect, however, that treaties have 
been already concluded between the United States aud three 
others of these republics, in each of which treaties this point has 
been settled, as the United States themselves think right, the 
committee believe that the senate will concur with them in the 
opinion, that it is much better to continue the discussion of this 
subject with the disseuting state singly, urging upon her the ex- 
ample of ber sister states, than to put in hazard the stipulations 
already secured, by voluntarily entering inte an examination vl 
their ¢Xpediency, before the contemplated congress. 

‘The consentaneous adoption of principles of maritime neu- 
tvality, favorable to the navigation of peace and commerce in 
time of War” is the next o'yect which, in the opinion of the pre- 
sident, should “also form a subject of consideration to this cou 
gress.” Iu relation to this, so fr as it regards the conmmcrce ot 








p-ace, the committee have already expressed their Opinion; and, 
so faras itisinteaded to s-tthe the rules of War, as applicabie to 1a; 
vigation, the committee Will only remark that there exists so much 
risk of compromising aud destroying the relations of neutrality, 
which the United States are now waintaining. should they mvolve 
themselves, by any compact, relative to belligerant rights, entered 
into with only ove of the parties to the present war during its 
| continuane., that, in their opinion, it would be highly inexpe 
| dient to make such an experiment at this time. Any principle 
| relating to the rights of war, which one of che parties in the ex 
| isting contest might be willug to adopt, as promoting its tuterests, 
, could seareely be regarded with indifference by the other. Anc 
| the great maritime states of Kurepe would most probably consi- 
' der that the United States had seraed the occasion of this war,to 
| enter into a confederacy with the other states of this continent, 
| now actually engaged in it, for the purpose of setthug priuciples 
| intended to all ct smatcriaily their future interests 


It is well known tothe senate, moreover, that treaties alread; 
exist, berween the United States and several of the pew states o! 
this Ccoutivent, in which all the subjects alluded to by the pres! 
dent, in this part of his message,are alr-ady settled; and no reason 
lis known to this Committee to excite the slightest doubt, that the 
| others of these states, with whom treaties are not yet concluded, 
| will iecl any disinclination to enter into similar stipulations fot 
| themselves. 

«There is yet another subject, (says the president), upon which, 
without entering intoany treaty, the moral influgnee of the Ut 
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ed States, may, perheps, be exerted with beneficial conse quences y expediency of pursuing such a course appeared more obvious to 
at such @ Meeting—the advancement of religious liberty.” And | this committee, when they considered, that many ot the. nations 
as a motive for waking an effort to accomplish this ouject, he | of Europe must also fvel, that their interests were materially in- 
states, that ‘fan exclusive chureh has been incorporated with the | volved iu its decisiun; and that Wey would wot abstam trom mak- 
political constitutions of some of the southern natious, without | ing some movement in relation to it, which must greatly embar- 


toleration of any other than the dominant sect.” 


rass any Course that the United States may wish hereafter to pur 


In the opinion of this committee, there is no proposition, con- | sue. 


ecrbing Which the people of the United States are now and ever 


While the Unised States retain the position which they have 


have been More unanimous, than that which denies, not merely | hitherto occuyyd, and manifest a constant determination not to 
the expedicney, but the right, of intermeddling with the inter- | Mingle their interests wich those of the other states of America, 
nal affairs of other states; and cspccially of secking to alter any | they may continue to employ the influence which they pussess, 
provision they may have thought proper to adopt as a fundameu- | aud have elready bappily exerted, with the nations of Kurope, in 


tai law, or May have incorporated with their political constitu- 


favor of these new republics. But, if ever the United States per- 


tions. And if there be any such subject more sacred and delicate | mit themselves to be associated with these nations in any general 
thao another, as to which the United States ought never to inter. | congress, assembled for the discussion of common proms, im any 


meddle, even by obtrusive advice, it is that which concerns reli- | Way affecting European interests, they will, by ste 


am act, hot 


givus liberty. Lhe most cruei and devastating wars have been | only deprive themselves of the ability tacy now possess, of render- 
produced by such inteferences; the bluod of man has been poured | ing useful assistavce to the other American states, Lut alse pro- 
out im torrents; and, from the days of the crusades to the preseat ; duce other etfcers, prejudichal to their own interests. ‘Then, the 


hour, no benefit has resulted to the human family, from disseus | powers of Europe, who have hitherto contided int 


he sagacity, 


sions carried on by nations upon such subjects. Among the va- | Vigilance, and impartiality of the United States, to wateh, der ~% 
riety «ven of Christian nations, which vow inhabit th- earth, rare | ANVOUnCE, and restrain eny disposition that the hear we Hie CXise 
indeed are the examples to be found, of states, who have not es ing Contest Might cxeite in the mew states of Ametits, to caccud 
tablished an exclusive church; and to far the greater vumoer of | their empires Leyoud they own limits, and who have, therefore, 
these, toleration is yet unknown. In none of the communica. | Considered their possessiom and commerge in America sate, whic 
tions which have taken place, is the most distant altusion made | 80 guarded, would no longer feel this confidence. Each would, 
tg thisdelicate subject, by any of the ministers who bave given therefore, endeavor to secure its own interests, by rts OWD means; 
this invitation; and the committee feel very confident in the opi- and the power of Spain, not being considered by any as equal to 
nion, thet, if ever an intimation shall be sade to the soverciga- | the protection of her remaining American possesions, a strageie. 
ties they represent, that it was the purpose of the United States would probably commence, vio should first obtimn the isiauds of 
to discuss, atthe propusea congress, theiz plans of internal civil | Cuba and Puerto Rico, the possession of whuch must ever be uf 
polity, or ay thing touching the supposed mterests of their re- the last ia:portance to the wunmerce of this hemisphere. Or, if 
ligious establishments, the invitauun given would soon be with. | Such should not be the case, the interest of many Kuropean na- 


draw. 


tions might sec to reqnirg that they should make common cause 


‘The committee have thus exhibited to the senate, in detail, al] | With Spain for the purpose of preventing these islands from fal- 
the subjects which they have been enabled to find particularly | Mg mte other hands. Lo the United States it would be of hitue 
stated, either by the president in his first message, ur by avy of | MOMent which of these crents should oceur: tor, it cannot be exe 
the ministers of the new states of America, as matters intended to | pected that any such contest could be curried on so near thea, 
be disussed at the contemplated congress. Ln reviewing these, without the most imminent danger to their weutrality. 


they Wille-peat, that a concurrence of Opinion does Not seem to ex- 


‘Ihe very situation of Cuta and Puero Lico, theretore, furnishes 


ist, betwee the different parties, as to the subjects of deliberation; | the strongest inducginent t the United Siates not to take @ place 
nor has the taode of discussion or decision been in any way set- | at the contemplated congress, since, by sv doing, they must be 
tled between them. In relation to some of the subjects alluded to, | Cousidered as changing the attitude un which they hitherto have 
as fit matters for consideration, diffirences of opinion, vadieat stuod, as imparual spectators of the passing scenes, qud identilyig 


and irreconcileable, seem already to exist, which discussion may | 
aggravate, but cannot assuage. As to others, thir very agitation 


themselves with the new republics. ‘ : 
These reasons, strong as they have appeared to this committer, 


fu this mode, threateus seriows!y the compromitment of the neu- | 2T@ Not the ouly objections tu the proposed measure disclosed by 
tral relations which the United Stat.s are now maintaining, and the documents to them ref: rred, Lhe mauner ta whic Us Mivi~ 
have so carefully observed thoughout this whole contest. Others [to its has been given, of itsclé, furnishes many foreible obstacles 





again, are vilit subjects for deliberation in this mode at all times, 
and any agreement, resulting from their discussion, must impair 


to its acceptance; and, in the opinion of this committee, Uie, 


United States will neither consult their own dignity, nor wiat is 


that freedom of acuon which it is so necessary for the United | due to the proper respect they have a right to claim from all nae 
States to preserve as to these; and, as to the residue, they are tions, and, especially from the new states of America. if they now 
either not of sufficient importance to reqnire the adoption of this agree lO co-operate in carrying this proposed measure jutu effect. 


new and untried: xperiment of a cougress of wations, or may be 
much better adjusted and settled in separate negotiations with 
each, than in a general conference with all. For these reasons, 
if there were none other, this committee should regard the arlop- 
‘tion of tue measure proposed by the president, as highly inexpe- 
dient at this time. 

Although, iu the message of the president, of the 9th instant, 
ho hew suvject of celiberation at the contemplated congress is espe- 
cially stated, yet, from the documents accompanying that mes- 
sage, and therein referred to, as coutaining information, tending tu 
glow the expediency of adopting the proposed measure, it appears 


to This cus... ‘ : : 
maining Spanisn that the present andfuture condiuon of the re 


per matters to be there agid America, are considered as pro- 
ft. rence of the committee, they will proceed tora} dene We be 
nate their opinion upon this subject also. 

The comniittee ave well aware, that the United States can never 
regard with indifference, the situation aud probadle destiny of the 
neighboriug Spanish islands of Cuba and Puerto Rico; but, so far 
from believing it expedient to discuss thrse subjects at a cougress | 
of all the American states, and especially at this time, the com. } 
mittee consider the great probability that such a discussion might | 
be foreed upon the United States,if they are there represented, as | 
a circumstance, turnishing in itself the strongest oljjeetions to the | 
adoption of the measure proposed. 

If the existing war between Spain and the new states of Ame: | 
rica continues, the U. States could searcely endeavor to arrest the | 
progress of that war, in the only direction it can hereafter take, | 
or prevail upon one of the belligerants not to strike their enemy, | 
where alone he is wow assalabie and most vulucrable by chen, | 
Without announcing a determination to take partinu the contest; | 
and if pesce shali happily be restored, all apprehension of the ef- | 
fects of such a blow s.ust cease of course. Why theo discuss the | 
merits of such a question, which it seems probable may never | 
arise? Or why piace the United States in # situation, where, if | 
the question dues aris: ,and they must speak, the language which 
they utter must be regarded as equaily untriendly to all the new | 
states; and where, if th Unitcd States keep silcauee, his very si- | 
leuce will be naisiuterpreted? 





—_ 


Should the situetion or policy of the United States iaduce them | 
to look with incifference upon the new direction that the exist | 
ing war may take, and to abstain from ail interference init, even | 
though the neighboring islands of Cuba and Pocrto Ricu may be 
threaten: d or assailed, then the very anounciation of such a pur. | 
Pose Must coutvibute much to accelerate au event Uhat chonot be 
desired by us, In whatever light, therefore, this sulject as viewed, 
it does nut sce tu be one which the United Suates should discuss 
with the other American states assembled at a congress. Tbe in- 


The history of the wansaction, so far as it is disclosed to Uns 


committee, seems to be this: So varly #s the year 1821, the project 


of assembbng a gencial congress of Uieir reperseutatives, lo Coll 


sider and adopt Uie best plau for defending the states of the new 


world frow foreign aggression, end tu conclude treaties of alliance, 


commerce, and fricndship, fur the prowotion of their happiness 


and prosperity, appears to have been conceived by one at least of 
the new siates of Auscrica. ‘This scheme of forming a contineutal 


system fur America, to resemble that alrcady formed in Europe, 


Was communicated to the others of these stat.s, Who, conoarrims 


° ° ° ° - ghee 
it the project, nerotiations were instituted between them tor tic 


purpose of concluding conventions to provide for this ouject 

‘The plan being so far matured, the United States, were, for the 
first time, infurmally applred to, during the last spring by Ae es 
mvitation to be represented at chis Congress, jt giver by both these 
repubiics, Would be accepted. ‘Lo Uns cocimunication, inforaial- 
ly imade, the president as infurmaliy replied, that he bedieved such 
& CONZICSs aS Was proposed, might ve haghiy uselul for several pur- 
poses, but that, beiure it assembled, it appeared to hin expedient 
LO adjust, betWoem the powers tu be represcuted, Several prehini- 
nary pots, such as the subjects to be discussed, the nature of 
the powers to be given to the #geuts Who were to Cou pose it, and 
the mode of its organization aud action. Ane if these prelaiuacy 
poluts Could be arranged, in a manner satistactury to the United 
States, the ministers to whow thes cocsmuuication Was tiade, Were 
juformed, that the president thought’ the Lauted States ought to 
be copresented at thy ¢cutitem plated Congress. Each minister uc- 
dertvok to transmit to bis govecument Cis answer thes given. 

Lhe affair remaining in this posture as to the Unrated States. the 
negotiations previously estered wie between the pew statics, Were 
brought tu a close, and conveltions providing for the obj}. cts of 
the proposed congress. were aciuaily conchudid, some of them so 
tar back as the 6 day of Juiy, lez2, 

After the conciasion of ail these conventions, and only a few 
Werks since, duruig the mouth of November last, s-perate torial 
communications Were made to the United states, by the ministers 
of Mexico, Colomoia, and Guatemala, respectively, disclosing some 
of the objecis sutendod to be discussed at the pruposed congress, 
it the inquiner already stated by the committee, and giving the ie 
Vitation tu the United States to be there represented. Lu some of 
these communications, the United States were intoraed that in- 
structions, aud ample powers tor the attainment of the proposed 
objects, Would be given by at least one of the new republics, and 
a wish was expressed that the agents of ali the others might bear 
the same. In none, however, is any Mention made, either of the 
mode of organiza¥en or action of the congress, vor is ijtany where 
Stated Who would be the parties. or what representatives Were 
Cither tavitid,exspet.d, er would be reecived. Bat, in the vers 
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communicaton which conveys the information already stated, the 
United States are told. ther, at the dete of that cop munication, 
(Noe. Ba), the representatives from Colombia, Pert, Guatemala, 


and Mexico, would have arrive d at Panama, the agreed place of » 


assembling, and wauld be engaged in settling the preleminary rules 


of the assembiy, and in discussing the questions, which should be | tu fr quire a movement so new and important as the assembly 


supposed hy them ‘ta belong exctusis ely to the bel hee rants. aS 
it thus appearsy thet. alter every thing relative tothe meeting of 
the proposed congress had been setticd, oy foymal negotiations and 


treaties between themerives, the United States have been thus) 


jnosely invited by the other American states, a8 if in mete courtesy, 
to attend its deliberations. Should the United States acerpt seh 
an iivitation, the deputics whom they may send to Panama will 
there be assoviated, with they know not whom, or for what pur. 
pores, or in what mode, When these deputies shail inquire of the 
congress as to avy of these important perticulars. they will receive 
the information they ask, in resolutions and compacts adjusted and 
¢oncluded before their arnmval. And if, waving all these things, 
which nove omght to consider as mere reremonials, the agents of 
the United States shall take the places previously assigned them, 
a™ sropose to take a part in the diserssions, they wil find'all the 
praese. rs “eipal topics tor deliberation already passed upon and 


Lhe committee ate well aware that th: interest and character of 
free states, should never be permitted terest upon matters of mete 
fastitions etiquctte and ceremonious oo rvanee; but even in the 
intercourse between individuals, and much more in that between 
sovereigntics, there isa point at whic! form becomes substance, and 
when scrupulous attention, to the vost minute ceremonials that 
comity aud respect exact, is due to the sacred character and dig 
nity of the repnMic. At that point the committee believe the 
United States should e 


ver make a stamd, and, resting there, should 
always exact, even from the most anrient and puissant sovereign 


of the earth, every thing required ly theit own self respect. 
Nor should any thing be then waived even to manifest their 
sermsibility to whatever concerns the prosperity of the American 
hemisphere, or the sincere friendship which ‘they feel for these 
new republies. 

As the most pneient state in the mew world: the first ackhow- 
Jedged, sincere tricnd of those more rs 
from whose greater experience more |i 
be shi d opon the subjects to he discusses, aud the principles to 
be established, at the contemplated coogress, than from the other 
states; the United States had a right to expeet, that when this 
project ofa congress of American nations was conceived, it should 

ve been conimunicated to them, as earty as to any others Whose 
presence, by their representatives, was deemed desidable. That 
they too should have been asked, whether sneh measnye would 
be acerptable, That they too should have been consulted, as to 
the time, the place, and the manner of assemb'ing such a congress. 
‘That they too should have heen permitted to assist, in the ¢nume- 
ration of the subjects to which its attention might properly be di 
rected; in the adjustment of the nature and furm of the powers 
to be given to the diplomatic agents who were to compose it; in 
the mode of its organization and action; and, above all others, in 
the, setilement of the great question, who should be invited to 
take a partin its deliberations. 


- The United States hat also a 
right to expect, that the result of all such consultations, should be 


fixed and secured by solemn pacts and conventions, in which they 
tov should be partirs. ? 

Such the committee believe ouzht to have been, and would have 
heen the course pursued by the United States towards the other 
American states, if the project, of convening a congress of Ame- 
rian nations had oceurred to us, as a measore useful aud beneficial 
to the American continent; and beine never disposed to exact 
from oth: rs more resp. et, than, in like circumstances Urey are wil- 
ling themselves to pay, the United States, in the opinion of this 
Eemmmittee, owe it tot wmMseives even if an opinion should be en- 
measure at this time, COGPIUASH th Geen Whe invitation given 
under the cireanstances stated, amd to institute the proper pro- 
ceedings u: cessary to its consummation, in the mode which friend- 
ship, comigy and deference to others require. Such a movement 
belongs tothe high chacseter which the United States enjoy in the 
estimation of alithe world, the merit of which is accorded to them 
by none more willing) y than by the new born states of this con- 
tinent; and, ifit be moc cow iwade, the time wilkgo by when the po- 
sition may ever hercalter de properly assumed, 


cently existing; as a state 
ght is stid to be expected to 


The committee world not he understood as suggesting the ex- 
pediency ef any soch measure at thiv time. Io their opmion, 
there exists no aicquate motive to induce tts adoption. Every 
spot known wr labiable in Amerea, is already appropriated by 
different Datos, Whose rights of territory all recognize; and, if 
wyfting Miforouces may exist between any, upon the subject of 
Biere common bectdaryy these differences constitute fit matter of 
P@idly discussion between them alone. ‘The idea of colonization 
m Americs, therefore, no longer exists; and in the present pos- 
Mure of wations, thereis tide reason to aporehend the wilful en- 
epoachinent of any, upon the American possessions of snother.— 

ch passing hour strengthens the just claims which the new 
states of America tiave preferred, to be rr cognized as sover igh 
and judependent, by all 
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dence. Compacts have heen already concluded, or are now nega. 
tiating. between each of the states of this continent, wherein 
their inutual interests, both general and partieular, will be firmly 
fixed, upon principles of the most perfect justice and liberal equi- 
ty. And no common subject now remains of sufficient magnitude 





of a congress of all the American nations, which cannot but ex: 
cite suspicion and jealousy in the other hemisphere, and might so 
affect injuriously the interests of the new states themselves, 

Should this happy state of things ever change, the lively inte- 
rest which the United States have ever taken in.the welfare uf 
these their sister sovercignties, ought to be r-garded by them as 
the surest pledge, that we cannot be indifferent to any thing that 
concerns them. An eye the most vigilant, we shail ever direct to 
their prosperity; the appearance of the first cloud, rising to obscure 
its light, will be announced to them; and the United States wil 
then manifest the deep interest which they feel in the elevation 
and happiness of all the nations of the new world. 

Whensuch an event shall occur, the United States will proba 
bly be the first to solicit the assembling a congress of American 
states, and the invitations which they shall then give to others to 
be there represented, will be such as their friendship and respect 
shall dictate. and upon terms which the most fair and liberal prin- 
ciples of policy require. The sane, this committee have no doubt, 
would have been the character of the invitation given to the Unit- 
ed States, upon this occasion, if the new states of America, when 
they conceived or matured the scheme for assembling the congresa 
at Panama, had enteriainced the most remote idca that the United 
States eith r would, or ought to be there represented. All the 
conventions concluded between these states, however, prove, be- 
yond doubt, that even at the date of the most recent of all their 
compacts none others were expected or desired to be represented 
at this congress, but the states of America who had formerly been 
colonies of Spain, and who were then engaged im war with that 
power. That the great object of this congress was, to a:ljust be. 
tween themselves the most effectual means of conducting this 
war to the most speedy and happy conclusion; and that the pre- 
sence of ne nevtral state could, therefore, be anticipat:d. 

Before they couclade their report, the committee beg leeve to 
remark, that the intimation given by the presitent, im 14'S first 
message to the senate, that this measure, in which he Md thought 
proper to take no step, before ascertaining that his epion he its 
expediency Would concur with that of both branches of the e- 
gislature, Was, nevertheless, “deemed by him to be within t ve 
constitutional competency of the executive,” did not escape ticir 
observation. But, as the correctness of this opimon, entertained 
and expressed by the président, will constitute prover matter for 
the deliberation and decision of the senate, when thy shall enter 
upon the consideration of a resolution, now lying on their table, 
and not ceferred to this cominitiee, they did not believe that they 
were authorized by the senate, to consider this subject. The com 
mittee, therefore forbear from saying any thing iu relation theretos 

The committee feel, most sensibly, the emberrassing sptuativn 
in which they are placed. On the une hand the duty which they 
owe to themselves, and to the sen ite, and to the president, requir 
ed that they should cxa vine fully and freely the measure propus- 
ed.and sho ald state the reasons that lead to the conelusion, which 
they felt themselves bound to adopt, On the other, they were 
well ware, that the adoption of this tonclusion, and tle asstyr- 
tient of the reasons which produced it, might contribute not a 
little to embarrass the president, Whose aceeptance of theinvitae 
tion given, Was already announced. Placed in. this delicate eituer 
tion, after bestowing upon the subject the mast mature conside- 
fation. believing it to bea sacred duty which the senate ow ed to 
the sovercign states that they here represent, to exercise the 
constitutional power conferred upti then, by examin fon its ex- 
time, every feature of this mew project, aud : a r.ght, the cum. 
prdiency or inexpedicncy, as iefose all their views in relation te 
mittee, 6HUht Matter, in order that these, being fully exhibited 
to the senate might be, by them, either adopted or corrected. 
The committee were induced to adopt this course with less re- 
luctance, by the assurance given by the president, that, until he 
could be aided by the advice and consent of the senate, he would 
take no step to carry the measure which he had proposed. into 
effect. Most willingly would the committee recommend to the 
senate to alistain from pronouncing any opinion upon this now 
deticate sulyeet, if they could permit themselves to propose to 
this hody a dereliction of its bounten duty, or the adoption of 
any course, that might lead it to shrink from its high responsi 
bility. But, convineed that the senate had the right, and were 
bound to decile directly, upon the expediency of this new scheme, 
without imiting their decision to the mere nominations incidei 
tally connected with it; and convinced that the project itself, 
viewed in any light, was highly inexpedient, at this time; the 
committee thought it better to exhibit these their views, and to 
atlvise the expression of the opinion of the senate in rejation 
thereto, in the first instance. Abstaining, therefore, from any 
remark, at present, xs to Uie nominetions to them referred, the 
commiuttec Fecommend (o the senate, the adoption of the following 


| resolution. 


; 
' 


Resolved, That it is not expedient at this time, for the United 


ther nations; and the quiet efflux of | States to send any ministers to the congress of American nations, 


time, tf it leas trot already come so, must very spon place their so-} asserabled at Panamas 


vereiguty upon the same basis ou which rests tat of the most an- 
cient nations of the earth. Spvin possesses not the ability to give 
any of them cauge Of serious conutern, snd enjoying the fryendship 
and proclaimed recognition of Greasy Britain and of the United 
¢ States, (here is no sufliciout reason to coprehend the interference 

of avy European nation pm the ques war Of their indepen. 
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sil.S, A® THE FRANKLIN PRLSSy WATER-STREZ 


‘The report and resoltfion were read. 
On motion by “ir. Macon, 


Ordered, Yhat the report, with the doenments accompanying 


the message of the 10th instant, be printed in confidence, fur the 
use of the Members. 


[To be concluded in our next.] 
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